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President’s Message Because of the strict stipulations on the restaurants during this pandemic, our June meeting will be
held at the Southern Gentlemen Clubhouse (outside pavilion), Dallas Spencer Mt Rd., Dallas on June
2nd at 7pm. There is plenty of room for social distancing.
As you read this, our world has gone through a big change. This change didn’t happen slowly but with a
big bang and very scary. Who would have ever thought that over 90,000+ (at the time I am doing this article)
would die of a virus within a period of three month in our country. It is going to take a long time to get back
where we were but we can and will with the determination that we have as strong Americans. Our country
has gone through a lot of trails in her history and we have prevailed. Even though this is something terribly
different we will come through this. I’m sure things will change but hopefully our scientist will come through
for us and what was a horrible time now will only be a bad memory this time next year.
During this time, most of you are probably saying why should we be so concerned about the freedom of
bikers? But we are bikers who are fighting to have our voices heard so we sure don’t want to be lax in our
efforts during this time. We don’t want to take a step back on the issues we are working on if at all possible.
I am not sure that bikers are aware of all the things the CBA and the MRF have accomplished for bikers. You
ride on the interstate road system because of these organization. You are not stopped at motorcycle only
checkpoints anymore in NC and one of best accomplishments is that your children and grandchildren are
taught to watch out for bikers in their driver’s education classes because of our CBA/ABATE of NC. Even
though the classes are on hold right now, they will resume when it is safe to do so. That’s why it is so
important for us to continue the fight. We really want to stop motorcycle profiling because it’s not fair that we
are discriminated against just because we ride and we continue to fight against grass in the road. I’ve heard
comments “if you can’t ride through grass in the road, you don’t need to be on a bike.” But this is the wrong
attitude to take because we are or were beginnings at one time because no one is a “born” experienced rider.
And most riders will tell you they learn something new every time they get on their bike.
As most of you know, two of the biggest events that support the CBA/ABATE of NC were canceled this
year. Hot Springs was canceled because the camp ground refused to work with Buncombe County CBA and
the Charlotte CBA Swap Meet plus our own Spring Fling Ride was canceled because of the virus. So now it’s
up to us, the individual members, to carry our state through this difficult time. That’s why it is so important for
you to renew your membership. To save this very important organization of nearly 50 years and your own
Gaston County Chapter. As most of you know, it takes money to run any organization so please renew if at
all possible. If you are out of work because of this pandemic, please let Donna or me know. We do not want
to lose you as a member and are willing to work with you on your membership until you get back to work.
Hopefully we will be able to participate in some rides and bike nights as summer is now upon us. We are
going to sponsor the bike night at Filthy Lu’s on Wednesday nights from 7-9 pm just as soon as they can
open up and can allow it. Unless we can solicit your help we probably won’t be able to set up every week so
if you can help us out, please contact Donna or me. Bike nights are a way for us as individuals, organizations
and clubs to come together in a social setting to enjoy each other’s company. We won’t be having bike
games because there is not enough room but if you have any suggestions for fun people games that we can
try please let us know. We also need a volunteer to help run these games so if you can and will, please
contact Donna or me.
This country has seen a big increase in women riders and that is a good thing. Several of our own ladies
are now talking about riding their own bikes. We want to encourage you to take the motorcycle safety course
before you even think about buying a bike because it’s the most important thing you can do. You will learn to
ride and handle a bike safely. Not everyone is meant to be the driver of a bike (that includes men too) but
these courses whether they are given by a dealership or community college is a way to determine if you are a
future driver of a bike or you just need to be a rider on the back which is not a bad thing at all.
Please be careful on the road this summer but put it in the wind when you are able.

Ride safe…….Jill

From our VP— Well Spring is nearly over and COVID-19 is still hanging around in a big way. Our
sponsors are struggling from the stay at home shelter in place that’s required from our government.
Some have been able to open with strict rules but at the printing of this newsletter some are still
closed. Hopefully we will see more improvements around the state so that everyone can possibly get
back to a normal life. Hopefully our sponsors and members staying safe but we know there is still a
lot of work to be done with virus. Businesses will have guide lines to go by for a long time to come
and the use of face mask in public places. I’ve heard that you have to have to test drive ride a motorcycle because the vehicles have to be cleaned and stored away up to 36 hours before it can be put
up for sale again. Prices are rising on food, gas, etc. People can’t even eat on their tailgate in parking lots of some businesses. Some mom & pop places have closed for good. The only good thing is
the pollution has gotten better. We are going through some tough times right now that we have
never experienced in our life time. Kids are not learning properly, people working from home or have
lost their jobs, people are not able to pay their rent or mortgage and then they are getting kicked out
of motels for not having the money to stay and our homeless rate is growing. If any of you can reach
out and help someone during this crisis, please do so. Hopefully we will unite so on and do what we
do best—be a Concerned Bikers Association that cares about the freedom of our members. Please
don’t forget to support your local businesses and especially our sponsors.
- Geno
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The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) was alerted by our contacts in the U.S. Senate regarding a proposed
change to the dedicated 405 Motorcycle Safety funds in the National Priority Safety Programs that is authorized through the Highway Bill. The proposed change to this program would add another criteria for states to
qualify for motorcycle safety funds. In order to qualify, states have to meet two of the six current criteria. In
addition to the current criteria, the additional qualifying area would add a category for states that have a mandatory helmet law for anyone under the age of 18. While meeting the under 18 helmet law is not mandatory to
receive these funds, we at the MRF oppose any such change. We cannot allow any amount of erosion of our
rights on this issue. The MRF is adamantly opposed to any federal law that would require the use of a helmet,
apparel or conspicuity standard.
We are actively monitoring this situation to make sure that this staff discussion does not find its way into
any draft highway bill legislation. The back-door attempt to include language that leverages a state without a
helmet law for those under 18 as one of the minimum criteria may encourage some states to change their current laws to make it easier to qualify for these federal funds. In 1975, Congress enacted a law forcing all states
to enact a mandatory helmet in order to receive any federal transportation funds. The MRF and state motorcycle rights organizations around this country fought tirelessly during this time for the law to be overturned.
Congress flip-flopped on the helmet law by striking down the 1975 law, then reinstating it in 1991. The MRF
and the motorcycle rights organizations were finally successful in 1995 by overturning the federal mandatory
helmet law.
We at the MRF have already communicated with our contact that we would be adamantly opposed to any
changes to the language. This potential change could be viewed as an attempt to blackmail states into changing
their current laws as a way to additionally qualify for these funds. While there is not any official draft in circulation for the next highway bill reauthorization, we will continue to remain on guard against attempts to add or
implement such changes.
The motorcycle safety funds were first authorized in 2005 through the highway reauthorization known as
SAFETEA-LU. The federal government began a dedicated state grants program in an attempt to reduce the
number of single and multi-vehicle crashes involving motorcyclists. The program has continued to be authorized in the federal highway bill legislation and is currently still active in the current iteration known as the
FAST ACT of 2015 which is set to expire in September 2020. Last week, we reported that NHTSA had released the fiscal year 2020 state grant totals for each of the National Priority Safety Programs. The $4.2 million motorcycle safety grant program was divided between forty-three states and Puerto Rico. In fact, the motorcycle safety grant program only makes up 1.5% of the appropriation for this program. With over 8.5 million
registered motorcycles on our nation’s roadways, the federal government only spends on average $0.49 per
motorcycle.
We will keep you posted on this and other topics as lawmakers continue the process of drafting a new transportation and infrastructure package in 2020.

Reprinted with permission—American Bikers Journal—May/June 2020

MAN ALIVE!
By Cindy Hodges
MRF Member Representative
Another Spring has arrived in the South. I rolled my bike out of the
barn the other day and, even though it was behind closed doors, it had a
fine layer of yellow pollen. She was needing some attention!
Well, I have time to give it to her. I am a massage therapist by
profession and have been out of work for weeks due to the pandemic.
I’ve made good use of my days; cleaning & clearing. The bike will get
hers as well.
I live on farmland and can hear the roar of motorcycles on most days.
People are taking advantage of the riding time while adhering to social distancing. Some days, I try
really hard not to think about what we are facing and just enjoy the moment. My general attitude
about most things in this life is not to keep my head in the sand. Still,
I do not waste too may of my
life’s moments worrying, allowing anger or frustration to drive my bus.
So yeah. I swung a leg over the other day and plundered about the county backroads. I wear a
mask this time of the year anyway as my pollen allergies are legendary. I do think about the “what if.”
What if I need medical attention because I’m choosing to ride? Will I be taking resources from those
who are on the front lines? I can hear you out there, scoffing and reminding me of my liberties. I’m
just saying, it runs through my mind.
But I am riding. Some.
While I’m out there riding, I’m mulling over the state of things in our motorcyclist's rights movement. National organizations such as ours (but certainly not just ours) are suffering the loss of income.
Loss of memberships. Loss of face-to-face working opportunities. State organization’s treasuries are
hemorrhaging with the loss of events, which are their lifeblood. Memberships are lagging as people lose
jobs and face financial uncertainty.

You know what? All of this—it will pass. We The People will build back, and we will be building for a
future that will need to withstand this sort of event. We will be changing how we function, most likely,
but we won’t be changing our mission.
That’s where my mind went this Sunday as I wound through the greening countryside. I have health
care coverage as a rider, thanks MRF, ensuring that we as riders wouldn’t be denied healthcare coverage
for being a motorcyclist. I took a brief hop on
the Interstate to get over to another section of
the countryside because I could! Thanks, MRF!
We might be making some radical changes in
the coming months, but I know what won’t be
changing. And I know who will be continuing to
work to see that is protected—both at home and
throughout the nation.
It’s Good to Be Alive and Rolling.

1101 Union Rd, Gastonia NC 28054

INTO THE FIRE by Doc D’Erricoo, Director of MRF Reps (and a member of CBA/ABATE of NC)
“Some

people run from the fire, others run into it.” As I put fingers to the keyboard, those words are resonating in
my head as I consider the actions of many that I call my friends over these past several weeks.
Globally, we are facing one of the fantastic challenges of our respective generations and lifetimes with this COVID
-19 Pandemic. Some of us are working remotely as opposed to going to an office or place of work, others are still
going as essential personnel, and many others find themselves (hopefully temporarily) out of work waiting for an
opportunity to return to some sense of normalcy. Some of us are retired, and like those who aren’t find ourselves
with no outlet to redirect our energy and our basic needs as humans, essentially pack mammals to congregate
and socialize.
But those words about fire have resonated with me because they represent what some of us consider to be the
best of humanity. We lately applaud our first responders (a trend that stated before this most recent crisis), but
also truck drivers who are keeping our commerce alive and bringing necessities to us daily. It seems like some
are simply rising above the rest, while others hunker down in fear. Or is it? Indeed, some people more naturally
run from problems, while others run to them. But at the same time, another famous quote reminds us that Courage isn’t the absence of fear, rather putting that fear aside and doing what we must.
And yet, many among us regularly pound our collective fists on the table, raising what we believe to be a collective voice about the din, fanning our feathers in the face of a common enemy or goal. Yet when the fire came to
our door, we shrunk behind it, focusing that same energy on applauding those who didn’t.
Most recently, a couple of significant stories come to mind. One of a prominent person in an organization I belong
to. This person regularly wears all sorts of gear celebrating how we, in the organization, are regularly attacked
and repeatedly warns the rest of us about the perils ahead. About exchanges with politicians in a public forum,
and about how they don’t have our best interest in mind, rather only their own. Yet before this most recent crisis
became the voluntary (or at least partially legislated) quarantine, he was the first you could argue his case for him,
but at the time, there was still very little known about the extent of what could be happening ahead. Even as I
type this, the total cases in my home State sit at about 0.8% - 8 one-hundredths of a percent—of the population.
Yes, we all now know how easily this can be spread, but at the time, all we knew was that there was a strain of a
virus that was beginning to spread.
And yet, despite already knowing that this virus has potentially fatal consequences, especially to the elderly and
those with compromised immune systems, other events were happening that were VERY well attended—even by
those over age 65. The warnings were there, but the common theme among those who commented was to avoid
direct contact, wash your hands, and continue living, because not living is, well……
Sure, a lot has happened in the intervening weeks, and this continues to sound more like an apology than a call-to
-action. It’s truly meant to be more of an observation about our society because, in many respects, it also represents the state of our movement.
In many respects, our movement is also like a fire. Some will run away, some will run into it, and still, others will
merely run to watch.
There’s an eerie quiet of late. The world, in many ways, feels like it’s stopped. The machine of social media is
fraught with posts about people hoarding toilet paper and bottled water. Many posts extoll the greatness of the
human spirit, while at least this author hasn’t seen it in practice. Indeed while shopping, there are more inconsiderate behaviors of parked cars, blocked aisles, and people body-slamming others to get that last box of oatmeal.
What’s missing from all this is a sense of normalcy, and dare it to be said, an opportunity to take some of that now
free time and leverage it. What better time to be writing your Legislators, thanking them for continuing to work
through the challenges of the day, but remind them that we have other issues that may have been paused, but will
be there tomorrow, just like they were yesterday.
We, as a movement, have too many people posting photos of their pets, bikes, and memes, then spending a little
of that free time writing a Legislator or two (or three!). We, as a whole, seem reluctant and reticent to remind
people that if they don’t like their freedoms being taken away by some virus, imagine what it would be like if we
allow our Legislators the same latitude with the freedoms we were enjoying before?
Perhaps money is an urgent problem for some of us, so membership drives, while not out of the question, are
things to be avoided. Perhaps, however, deferring the membership renewals or payments for joining could be
positively perceived. But while our organizations do need funds to operate, what we really need is ACTION.
(continued next page)

(Continued from previous page) -

Yes, now is a time for public caution. But it’s 2020, and we have not only time, but we also have the means and
the tools. Let’s all commit to using them!
I’m not a religious person, but I do have strong faith. With that faith, I pray that by the time you read this missive,
things have calmed and quieted to a point where normalcy has, if not returned to prosperity and health, is well on
its path toward those ends.
(Reprinted with permission. American Biker Journal—May/June 2020)
MSAP INSTRUCTORS NEEDED! We are looking for MSAP (Motorcycle Safety & Awareness Program)
instructors to go into the 11 high schools in Gaston County to teach the upcoming young drivers about motorcycle awareness. You DO NOT have to be a member of the CBA/ABATE of NC BUT if you sign up for this
very special program, Gaston CBA will pay your membership to belong if you so desire. This is the only program in NC that is taught in the driver’s education program that concerns motorcycles. Come join our MSAP
team because we know you will love it and be glad you did. We also welcome anyone that would like to take
the class with no commitment. Contact Roger Howard, Donna Barnett or Jill Stillwell (contact info on officer’s
page). High school classes last approximately one hour and if we get enough instructors, you will only teach
once or twice a month

GASTON CBA & AREA EVENTS
June 2 @ 7pm—Gaston General Meeting @ The Southern Gentlemen Clubhouse
June 6 - GOC Cappa Ride (see flyer)
June 21 - Gaston All American Fair / Motorcycle Day (see flyer)
Note: Gaston CBA to help—need volunteers
July 4—Gaston CBA Annual Independence Day Ride (see flyer) Starts @ the new Roses Store in
Akers Center, Gastonia

One of our sponsors is looking for electricians.
Good pay with great companies. If you are an
electrician or if you’ve always wanted to go into
that field, contact the International Brotherhood
of Electrical Workers because they will send you
to school so that you can have a career plus they
will help you with job placement in a higher
paying job. See contact information below.

We can’t accomplish our goals in Raleigh without your support.
Please renew today. Thank you.
RENEWALS FOR OCTOBER 2019 — JUNE 2020

OCTOBER 2019
Mark & Kathy Moses
Darin & Amber Walls
Al Brower / Lisa Gibson
NOVEMBER 2019
Kyle Pennington
Chris Shackelford
Susan Monaco
Darrell Wyatt
Angelique Jenkins Price
Mary Schneider
Rob Robinson
December 2019
Lillian Burgess
Michael & Audra Cline
Paul Bumgardner
Heaven Bumgardner
Sidney & Amanda Gillespie
Daniel & Tiffany Moffat-Guinn
Robert Reep
Mike Wilson
January 2020
Sherry Beason
Steven Blanton
David Jones
Jeremy Randolph
Cathy Burgess
Horace & April Sprouse
James Michael King
Kenneth & Jackie Auten
Malcolm & Kristy Mize
Yanitza & Michaella Hill
March 2020
Christopher Madore
Bill & Angel Thurber
Walter Ratchford
Mike & Wendy Dixon
Lee Burgin
Patty Dawkins
April 2020
Chris Phifer
William “Bo” Cathey
Bill “Cuzz” Smith

April 2020 (continued)
Jeff & Miranda Willard
Timothy & Lisa Lancaster
Ronnie Jenkins
Paulo & Tracy Rodriguez
Kent & Sandra Bishop
Gene & Keisha Clark
Gene & Dayna Crowley
Casey & Marjorie Greene
Eric Hollander
Christopher Hopkins
Tim Sain
Robert & Jennifer Shipp II
Ricky & Stacie Wilkie
Timothy Wix
Tracey Alenxander
Anita Hyatt
Jason Barber
Dean & Lee Haney
Bouncer & Amy Thompson
Ronnie & Tara Rockett Sr
Kelly Hastings
Mark Holcombe & Linda Hall
Daniel Horton
Tracy Benton
Pete May
Frank & Felicia Mull
Thomas & Jo Ann Townsend
Lucky & Shannon Brooks
May 2020
Monty Miller
Joey Raborn
Donna Gilbert
Susan Walsh
James "Dale" Carroll
Jeff McCall & Lisa Stivala
June 2020
Phillip & Karolyn Hans
Sylvia Jo "Josey" Murphy
Robert & Sharon Harris
Paula Ramsey
Chip Jackson
Michael & Claudia Crook

June 2020 (continued)
Sheryl Stewart
Kim Smeltzer
Cameron & Leslie Maples
William "Mike" McQuay
Erin Richardson
Harold & Diane McSwain
Chris Shope
Kristi Shuping
Josh & Lindsay Summey
Crystal Terry
Rick & Brandy Allen Jr.
Ronnie Brown
Kelly McGinnis
Larry Smith
Robbie Ray
Renee Smith
Thomas & Lisa Seller

980 888-0258

Is your name on this page? Or did you lapse before September 2019? If so we need
you to renew today! It doesn’t matter if you belong to another organization or club,
every biker needs to belong to the CBA. We are the only organization in NC that represents approximately 200,000 bikers in the General Assembly. If you know someone on
this page, please encourage them to renew. Also if you have any ideas on how to retain
our members, please let us know.

Memberships can be renewed via PayPal using the CBA’s website:
www.gastoncountycba.com; by mailing it to Gaston County CBA, PO Box 22, Lowell, NC
28098, at any event where the CBA is set up or in person at any of our meetings.

STOP

PLACES THAT
DO NOT ALLOW
COLORS OR PATCHES

DO NOT
ENTER

B & J’s BBQ, Gastonia
Whiskey Mill, Bessemer City
Hooters, Gastonia
Cherokee Grill, Kings Mtn.
Iconz Bar & Grill, Gastonia
Rockhouse Tavern, Gastonia
Friends Bar & Grill, Belmont
Tony’s Bar, Charlotte
Scooterz’s, Cherryville
Quillies, Lincolnton
The places we have listed above that DO
NOT support the wearing of patches or
colors in their establishment. We believe
this should not be a factor when we are
only there to support their business.

The date for this event is wrong in the printed version. We were not aware
they had changed the date before it was printed. Please note the new date.

CBA & Polar Bear Run T-shirts available for men &
ladies for $15. You can purchase them at our runs or
at the general meetings. Just let us know what size
and where you want to pick one up so we will have it
for you.

We have Look Twice Save A Life signs available
for $5. You can purchase one or more at our runs
or at our general meetings. Just let us know where
you want to pick one up so we will have it for you.

We encourage you to sign up to receive your newsletter online. It would save the chapter approximately
$2 for each newsletter we don’t have to mail out. If you would like to sign up and receive your newsletter
online, contact Donna at secretary.gaston.cba@gmail.com. We don’t know how long this pandemic or
the aftereffects will be so until our sponsors get back to business as usual and they can again support this
newsletter we ask you to consider getting your newsletter online. If you have changed your email address,
please let Donna know.

1799 Hwy 55 West, Clover SC 29710

803 222-4800

Gaston CBA Treasurer’s Report
March 2020
Beginning Balance :
$ 4,718.09
Income:
$ 400.00 Membership
5.00 Donation
Expenses:
$ 100.00
103.32
91.00
21.68
305.67
106.99

Total Income:

$

405.00

Membership Postage
Newsletter Printing
Newsletter Postage
President Supplies
Membership Dues (2019-4th quarter)
Software Subscription
Total Expenses:

$

728.66

PayPal Balance: 2,387.52
Ending Bank Balance (3/31/2020):
Outstanding checks/Debit Cards
State CBA/ABATE

$ 4,394.43

(626.00)

Ending Balance
Pay Pal Balance
Outstanding Checks

$ 4,394.43
$ 2,387.52
(626.00)

Overall Total

$ 7,407.95

Respectfully submitted by Pete McGinnis, Treasurer

DID YOU KNOW?
GASTON CBA MEMBERS—IF YOU SIGN UP 5
NEW OR LAPSED MEMBERS, YOU WILL RECEIVE
A 1 YEAR FREE SINGLE MEMBERSHIP.
GASTON CBA MEMBERS—IF YOU SIGN UP 25
NEW OR LAPSED MEMBERS, YOU WILL RECEIVE
A LIFETIME SINGLE MEMBERSHIP.
(if you qualify or 5 years of single membership).
GASTON LIFETIME MEMBERS—IF YOU SIGN UP 5
NEW OR LAPSED MEMBERS, YOU WILL RECEIVE
CBA PRODUCTS WORTH $20.
GASTON LIFETIME MEMBERS—IF YOU SIGN UP
25 NEW OR LAPSED MEMBERS, YOU WILL
RECEIVE A HOODIE WITH A CBA PATCH ON THE
BACK. (Very nice & in your size).
We hope you will take advantage of this and help
build our chapter. Just recruit bikers to belong to
CBA/ABATE of NC Gaston County Chapter
(all sign up’s must pay the full
price of membership).

If you have any questions concerning this report, please
contact Pete using the information below.

2020 GASTON CBA OFFICERS
If you have any questions, suggestions or complaints concerning
YOUR Chapter, please contact your officers.

PRESIDENT & EDITOR OF THE
GASTON NEWS & REPORT
Jill Stillwell
704 913-7281
jillstillwell@bellsouth.net

VICE-PRESIDENT
Geno Pennington
704 621-7455
genepennington76@gmail.com

SECRETARY:
Donna Barnett
704 287-4309
secretary.gaston.cba@gmail.com

Master Sergeant &
MSAP Director
Roger “Dodge” Howard
704 953-9616
codefour@photonmail.ch

TREASURER:
Pete McGinnis
704 616-7152
mcginnis.pete@gmail.com
Griz Tench

Stringbean Baker

Ronnie Warren

Sergeants at Arms

