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President’s Message—
Our next general meeting will be on January 7th @ 7pm at Jackson’s Cafeteria. We do not have a
meeting in December. When you enter, we will be in one of the rooms near the front of the building.
Come early and have supper with friends but you are NOT required to eat so please don’t let that stop
you from attending.
To say our Annual CBA/ABATE of NC Awards Banquet this year was great is truly an understatement.
Besides all the great CBA members & friends that came together to celebrate and just enjoy each other (no
work) was such fun. Entertainment was a magician that everyone loved plus he used members in his act
which made it even more enjoyable. When it came to President James Buckner giving out the yearly awards,
everyone was on pins and needles. The first award was the Membership Award and Gaston won! We work
really hard on recruitment and retention and you are the driving force behind this award. Without you—there
wouldn’t be a Gaston CBA so for the Membership Award—THANK YOU! Next came the Legislative Awards
with Tyler Stiles of the Granville County Chapter and one of our lobbyist in Raleigh winning the Legislator of
the Year Award. And then Legislative Member of the Year went to our own Donna Barnett. Donna keeps us
updated on what is going on in Raleigh and in Washington and for that I think she totally deserved the award
she won. Next came the Legislative Chapter of the Year and guess what—the Gaston delegation was very
surprised again on winning that award also. The Sonny Colvin Award went to Cat Terwilliger (Charlotte
Chapter) and the Lee Ann Redwine Award went to Joe Mintz of the Buncombe County Chapter. When it
came for the BIG award to be announced, we just knew we had used up all of our award winnings because it
is a very rare thing for a chapter to win all three. But they called Gaston CBA again for Chapter of the Year!
We are so very blessed to have won all three of these awards. That means we are doing something right so
with your help and support we want to continue doing it the right way.
I sincerely hope that the members who are not involved—get involved. We work to protect bikers rights
and if you look around the country, a lot of those rights are being taken away. Maybe you don’t see it coming
but all of us (or most of us) that are active in the CBA see things happening around the country that scare us.
And you can say—”well I just ride and don’t get involved in motorcycle clubs, organizations or riding clubs so
it won’t ever happen to me.” I think in the future you are in for a rude awakening because it seems profiling
hits individuals even if they aren’t in a club, etc. We want to see this stopped all over the country and to do
that, we need every biker to support our efforts. Also wouldn’t you like to see that grass bill pass? We are
planning on working on this again so if you want it to pass—you need to get involved. 2020 is an election
year and again next year we will be having a “meet the candidates” event for you to get to know the people
that want to work for you. It seems we sometimes don’t care who makes our laws, etc., but then we get all in
an uproar when they do something that effects us especially when it hits us in the pocketbook or billfold.
That’s why it’s so important that you get involved in the legislative part of CBA. When we send out a “call to
action” - PLEASE respond! It could mean that a bill or proclamation will pass (or fail) just because you sent
or didn’t send an email or letter to your representatives. You do know we have the power in our hands IF we
would just use it. Just a suggestion—you need to read “Coast to Coast” in this newsletter because there is a
story about a man in Rhode Island that lost his carry permit because he supposedly socialized with members
of motorcycle clubs. It’s called profiling……..
On January 4th, our 2nd Annual Gaston CBA Mickey Seigler Memorial Polar Bear Run will take place.
For those that knew Mickey, you know his two favorite things to do were riding his motorcycle and watching
that No 3 car in Nascar—especially when Dale Sr was in it. We want to celebrate Mickey’s favorite things by
making available a t-shirt with those things on it. The shirts will be available at the beginning and end of the
run, so make sure you get one.
Peewee, Todd & I want to wish each of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

- Jill

CBA/ABATE of NC—Gaston County Chapter / Meeting Minutes / November 5, 2019
Meeting was held at Jackson’s Cafeteria with the meeting being called to order by Jill Stillwell. Pete led us in
prayer and Jill led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
President (Jill Stillwell) – Jill welcomed and thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. Thanks to Jackson’s
Cafeteria for being such a good host.
Legislation—Please take the time to visit the MRF’s legislative section to keep up with several federal issues and
please contact your US Representatives and Senators regarding these issues. www.mrf.org.
CBA and Other Area Events – Donna read the list. See the Events section of the newsletter for the list.
Newsletter – Anyone can submit articles of motorcycle interest for the newsletter. Just remember to site your
source and include a link if possible. Items for the newsletter are due to Jill Stillwell by the 15th each month
(jillstillwell@bellsouth.net). Please note the deadline has changed so that the newsletter can be received before
the general meeting each month.
Vice President (Geno Pennington) –
Secretary (Donna Barnett) – We have 357 members (301 renewals, 56 Life). Please let Donna know if you have
changes to your contact information (address, phone, or email) (deb2334@yahoo.com) or if you need a new membership packet. You can save the chapter up to $25/year by receiving the newsletter online. Renewals are included in the CBA emails, the monthly newsletter as well as members being notified through the US Postal Service
and emails. Memberships: single - $20, couple - $30. Motion made and approved to accept the October minutes
as posted in the November newsletter.
Treasurer (Pete McGinnis) – Pete read the reports. Motion made and approved to accept the report. Please
contact Pete if you want more information about the details or want copies of the reports.
Master Sergeant at Arms (Michael Cline) – nothing at this time
MSAP – Please let an officer know if you are interested in becoming the new coordinator. There are members interested in becoming instructors.
Products – “Watch for Motorcycles” yard signs are $5 each. Patches are also available for purchase. New shirts
are $15 each and old shirts are $5 each.
Old Business –
2020 Ride Dates (January 4 Annual Mickey Seigler Memorial Polar Bear Run, April 4 Spring Fling Ride, May 2
International Female Ride Day, July 4 Independence Day Ride, September 26 Freedom Ride)
A recap of the state meeting held October 19th and 20th was in the November newsletter.
There are still several slots available for your business or individual name to go on the back of the Annual
Mickey Seigler Memorial Polar Bear Run t-shirts. The cost is $100 and there are only 10 spots available.
Please contact an officer if you would like to have your name on the back of the shirt. Proceeds from the
sale of the shirts will be donated to a charity in Mickey’s memory.
New Business –
We discussed the CBA Seminar/Training and Awards Banquet for November 16th at the Village Inn and Event
Center in Clemmons.
The 2020 CBA State Meeting Dates are: January 25-26, April 18-19, July 18-19, October 24-25, and November
14 will be the training seminar and awards banquet.
There was a constitutional amendment proposed at the
state meeting in October. We discussed the proposal and everyone at the meeting voted yes for the
proposal. Therefore at the state meeting in January, Gaston CBA will use all 5 of our chapter
votes to support the proposal. The proposal
will be printed in the December newsletter.
Close Meeting – Motion made and passed to adjourn the
meeting with Pete leading us in a closing prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Barnett, Secretary

From the Rumor Corner of the Gaston County CBA—
Well here we are at the end of the 2019 year but before you park your bikes, we still have plenty of bike
events to do. December 1st is the Charlotte CBA and US Marines Toys for Tots Run. KSU at 1pm at the
Bojangles Coliseum in Charlotte. The most famous of all (for us anyway) is the Gaston County Toy Run for
Kids on December 7th so please mark your calendar. KSU @ 11:30am at the Ranlo Church of God (rain or
shine). Please bring an unwrapped toy with you because that’s what it’s all about. Also we are only about a
month away from our 2nd Annual Gaston CBA Mickey Seigler Memorial Polar Bear Run. There is a flyer in
this issue so check it out and make plans to attend. Mickey was a very special guy and we want to honor
him in this very special way plus raise a little money for charity and Gaston CBA.
I think I put this in last month’s newsletter but it doesn’t hurt to say it again. Since it won’t be long before
Christmas, why not consider a CBA t-shirt, a Look Twice Save A Life sign or a membership in our chapter as
a nice gift? It’s a “BANG” for the money and everyone will be a winner. Membership includes a nice patch
and $3500 accidental death and dismemberment insurance.
- VP Geno

GASTON CBA & AREA EVENTS
December 1—Charlotte CBA Toys for Tots Run (see flyer online)
December 3 @ 7pm—Gaston CBA Officers Meeting @ The Union Road Grill, 1101 Union Rd.,
Gastonia (anyone can attend).
December 7 – Gaston County Toy Run for Kids – Ranlo Church of God – KSU 11:30 am (see flyer)
December 8 – Cleveland County CBA Ride for the Men’s and Women’s Shelters – KSU 2 pm – VFW Post
4066 (see flyer)
December 14 – Windjammers Toy Run – Cleveland Mall noon – KSU 1 pm (see flyer)
December 14– Hellfighters Toy Run – Eastridge Mall – KSU 10:30 am (see flyer)
December 25—MERRY CHRISTMAS
January 4th—The 2nd Annual Gaston CBA Mickey Seigler Memorial Polar Bear Run (see Flyer)
BIKE NIGHT: Cycle Gear—2nd Tuesday of each month from 5-8pm (even during the winter months)

We encourage our members to also join the MRF. The
Motorcycle Riders Foundations does the same thing in
Washington that we do in Raleigh, so it’s very important
that we have a voice there too. There is also an extra
incentive to join the MRF, you will receive $3500 of
accidental death & dismemberment insurance. To join
and be a part of another organization that watches out
for your rights—click on www.mrf.org.

New Jersey Tramples on 1st Amendment To Target Pagan’s MC
The New Jersey State Commission of Investigations recently held public hearings on the Pagan’s Motorcycle Club
(PMC) and it was business as usual. 1The NJSCI, in a trend being repeated by government and media sources
nationwide, continued the process of eroding and ignoring the 1st Amendment in an attempt to vilify motorcycle
clubs, in this instance the PMC due to the club’s alleged rapid growth recently. The actions of the few do not, and
should not, dictate policy towards an entire demographic. Yet, that is the exact tactic being employed by the NJSCI
by exploiting and sensationalizing the alleged actions of a few members in an attempt to encourage policy
condemning the entire organization. That is simply not how the 1st Amendment works.

Same old song and dance
The NJSCI hearing was intended to expose policymakers to the allegedly growing threat presented by the PMC. The NJSCI has
no power to prosecute. They do, however, provide guidance to policymakers that directly influence legislation and law. Ignoring the
fundamental liberties embodied in the 1st Amendment, the NJSCI presented a familiar narrative echoing a biased and inaccurate
stereotype by presenting as evidence actions of individual members in an attempt to condemn all PMC members. Moreover, many
of the examples presented have not been subjected to judicial scrutiny or due process. Although no one goes to prison as a direct
result, the NJSCI directly influences legislation without the requirement that an individual is innocent until proven guilty.

The false 1% narrative
NJSCI investigative agent Edwin Torres begins by advancing the falsehood that being a 1%’ER is synonymous with being a
criminal. This assertion is an attempt to condemn an entire community and constitutionally protected symbol and association.
“Make no mistake. They are gangs”, says Torres. He then breaks into the apocryphal AMA narrative dating back to Hollister,
California in 1947 in which the AMA declared that 1% of motorcyclists were not law-abiding citizens. Torres testified that 1%’ERS
“wear a patch advertising that they are not law-abiding citizens.”
The assertion is ridiculous to members of the 1% club community. At worst, 1’ERS are advertising rebellion against mainstream
society’s rules, not its’ laws. Things like long hair, tattoos, loud motorcycles, and parties.
The truth is that 1% clubs are considered elite among clubs, generally with higher levels of commitment and participation requirements, not criminality requirements. 1% clubs are a lifestyle, not a hobby. The truth is that the vast majority of 1%’ERS are employed,
many have families, and don’t have criminal records. The statistics strongly dispute claims of criminality.

NJSCI claims about women are oﬀensive and false
In an attempt to provoke fear in policymakers and the public, NJSCI investigators assert women are abused and mistreated.
Nicole McCann, investigative analyst for NJSCI testified, “According to the Pagan Motorcycle Club, women are below dogs.
Women are treated like their property … shared sexually among the group. They are typically given as many drugs or drinks as
they want.”
This assertion is highly oﬀensive to PMC members and their Ol’ Ladies. One self-proclaimed proud Pagan Ol’ Lady writes to the
MPP: “Lower than dogs?!” Come on! My Pagan Ol’Lady sisters are top quality wives, girlfriends, and mothers! My property patch
indicates that I’m loved, valued, and cherished by my man. And in return, we honor, love and respect our men.”
Although not as sensational as Hollywood’s version of biker culture, the claims regarding the intrinsic abuse of women are
simply not true.

Assertions regarding drug use and inherent criminality are false
The NJSCI also claims that 90% of Pagan’s MC members do narcotics, in addition to all being criminals as signified by the 1%
patch. Members also dispute this claim. One proud PMC member, family man, business owner, and law-abiding citizen writes the
MPP, “Any intelligent person who believes this line of crap these oﬃcials are spewing is just as hypocritical and judgmental as those
fabricating this nonsense. Talk about fake news and slanderous rhetoric! The percentage of club members who actually abuse drugs
and commit crimes is far less than statistics have proven in law enforcement, clergy, and even government. The Doctors and priests
molesting and abusing children and corruption in government and law enforcement is public knowledge. The men and women in motorcycle clubs around the world are widely comprised of hard-working, family loving, community support, and yes, law-abiding citizens
from ALL walks of life. Lets face the facts and stop the spread of fake news on all levels. Get real.”

Statistically, very few 1%’ERS are criminals
The idea that all, or even most, 1%’ers are criminals is shattered by the only available statistics. The 2016-2019 National Motorcycle Profiling Surveys (NMPS) demonstrate that members of motorcycle clubs simply do not fit the demographic profile of criminals organg members. The NMPS, the only statistical attempt to quantify the motorcycle profiling epidemic in America, is an extremely reliable
data set, with 99% reliability and a 1.4% margin of error.

MEMBER CONTEST: The Gaston CBA Officers
have a contest for you. Would you like to win $100?
All you have to do is attend our general meetings.
Every time you attend, you will receive a ticket for a
chance to win $100 which we will draw at the meeting
on November 3, 2020. Our meetings are held on the
1st Tuesday of the month at Jackson’s Cafeteria, 1453
E. Franklin Blvd., Gastonia. By the way—you are NOT
required to eat but they do have good food and you
would also be supporting one of our sponsors.

We can’t accomplish our goals in Raleigh without your support. Please renew today to help us
in Raleigh to fight for your rights. We ask that you recruit at least one (1) new or lapsed member
during the month of December. Your motorcycle freedom depends on organizations such as the
CBA/ABATE of NC and the Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF).
You can renew using PayPal at: www.gastoncountycba.com or you can use the application in
this issue of The Gaston CBA News & Reports. Mail application to: Gaston CBA, PO Box 22,
Lowell NC 28098.
RENEWALS FOR MAY 2019 — DECEMBER 2019

May 2019
Scott & Alicia Denlinge
Richard & Melanie Edling
Patrick Hall
Scott Hoffmann
Philip Festa
Tony Giacobbe
Chuck & Pamela Dalton
Patti Ernst
Respectfully
Todd Pierceall submitted,
Scott M Wilson
Donna Barnett, Secretary
Matthew Whisnant
June 2019
Joshua & Renee Christman
Jesse Helms
Emily Sells
James & Debbie Helton
Angie Marlowe
Justin Burgess
Chasity Weaver
William Mancini
Lynnette Strauss
James Byars
John Franklin
Ed & Penny Biggers
Suzanne Harris
Reba Sisk
William Andy & Rocia Lewis
JULY 2019
Mike & Aulisha Humphries
Tim Wilson
Patricia Tubby
Kenneth Engelhardt
September 2019
Danny MacEachern Jr
Scott Carrigan
Dana Bumgardner
Ronald Conrad
Cameron Little

September 2019 (continued)
Jack J. Weisberger
Lisa Downie
Breanna Nicoletti
Travis Robbins
Dustin Jones
Ronald Robbins
Lori Rogers
Tammy Shelton
Charles & Crystal Crawford
Phillip & Stacy Middleton
OCTOBER 2019
Mike Hartsog
Regina Stewart
Mark & Kathy Moses
Kurt & Sandra Brandt
Darin & Amber Walls
Rodney Boheler / Melissa
Davenport
Al Brower / Lisa Gibson
Roger Howard
NOVEMBER 2019
Kyle Pennington
Wolf & Patty Cooper
Chris Shackelford
Susan Monaco
Darrell Wyatt
Angelizue Jenkins Price
Gabby Mintz
Mary Schneider
Rob Robinson
December 2019
Lillian Burgess
Timothy "Red" & Janis Justice
David & Cindy Childress
Charles Michael & Audra Cline
Michael Brown
Thomas "Tommy" Helms
Gregory Carpenter

Is your name on this page? Or did you lapse before April
2019? If so we need you to renew today! It doesn’t matter
if you belong to another organization or club, every biker
needs to belong to the CBA. We are the only organization
in NC that represents approximately 200,000 bikers in the
General Assembly. If you know someone on this page,
please encourage them to renew.
Also if you have any ideas on how to retain our members,
please let us know. This is not just a Gaston problem, it’s
a problem all over the state.

December 2019 (continued)
Paul Bumgardner
Heaven Bumgardner
Sidney & Amanda Gillespie
Daniel & Tiffany Moffat-Guinn
Robert Reep
Harry & Ginny Waller
Mike Wilson
David "Nick" Smith
Jason & Ecco Bentley
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Jack Ray
Randy Brooks

To our Jewish members & friends

Motorcycle Riders Press Release
November 20, 2019
Senate Hearing - Highly Automated Vehicles: Federal Perspectives on the Deployment of Safe
Today the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation held a hearing entitled Highly Automated Vehicles: Federal Perspectives on the Deployment of Safety Technology. This hearing comes on the heels of a National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) board meeting yesterday regarding the investigation of a March 2018
crash of an Uber Autonomous Vehicle (AV) that resulted in the death of a pedestrian in Tempe, AZ.
The NTSB released some startling revelations in their investigation of the 2018 deadly crash. Among those that
software did not properly identify the victim as a pedestrian, it did not adequately assess safety risks and the operator of the vehicle was watching a TV show on her phone and was not watching the road. Additionally, the NTSB cited
an “inadequate safety culture” at Uber.
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) applauds the NTSB and the U.S. Senate for holding public hearings on AV
technology and safety concerns. The MRF is committed to fighting for the safety of motorcyclists as this new technology is deployed on our nation’s roadways. While we are hopeful that this technology can reduce accidents on our
nation’s roads, we agree with the statement of Chairman Roger Wicker (R-MS) when he said of AV technology “I think
a healthy degree of skepticism is a good thing.”
During today’s Senate hearing, it was especially important that two U.S. Senators specifically addressed the concerns of motorcyclists during the hearing. In a question directed to Joel Szabat, Acting Under Secretary of Transportation for Policy, U.S. Department of Transportation Senator John Thune (R-SD) asked, “In developing a regulatory
framework for AVs can you speak to how other roadways users such as motorcycles are considered?” The Assistant
Secretary responded by saying “Motorcyclists are well incorporated in the development of policy in the department.”
Senator Gary Peters (D-MI) echoed Senator Thune’s interest in motorcycles when he said, “I am avid motorcyclist.
The number one reason for accidents is a car hitting a motorcyclist or a car pulling out in front of a
motorcyclist.”
Other Senators include Sen. Cantwell (D-WA) raised concerns about the current deployment of AVs without minimum standards from the federal government, “We need some standards.” In response, Robert Sumwalt, Chairman of
the NTSB agreed by saying that “Whatever is working now is not working as well as it should.” We at the MRF agree
that minimum standards should be in place as this new technology becomes more and more prevalent on the roads
we all share.
Chairman Sumwalt of the NTSB closed the hearing with this statement, “I think that AV technology holds great
promise to improve safety, but it has to be done properly.” We at the MRF could not agree more.
MRF President Kirk “Hardtail” Willard stated, "As a motorcyclist it offends me when bureaucrats are discussing
various inevitable, emerging vehicle and advanced roadway technologies they default to classifying us as vulnerable
and in need some sort of protection. I would rather and especially in the specific case of Autonomous Vehicles we be
thoroughly considered and fully recognizable and therefore not needing extra protection. As with anything affecting
motorcyclists this is another example where the Motorcycle Riders Foundation will demand we remain a significant
part of the strategy for roadway users."
You can read the opening statements or watch the hearing by clicking the link below:
Highly Automated Vehicles: Federal Perspectives on the Deployment of Safety Technology

Motorcycle Riders Press Release
November 21, 2019
HOUSE INTRODUCES MOTORCYCLE ADVISORY COUNCIL REAUTHORIZATION ACT
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, Congressmen Mike Gallagher (R-WI) along with Reps. Chris Pappas (D-NH), Harley
Rouda (D-CA), and Troy Balderson (R-OH) introduced bipartisan legislation, Motorcycle Advisory Council Reauthorization Act. The bill reauthorizes the Motorcycle Advisory Council (MAC) for six years and ensures national motorcycle organizations regain seats on the council.
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF), along with our partners ABATE of Wisconsin, ABATE of Ohio, HarleyDavidson, and American Motorcyclist Association, have been hard at work over the past month ensuring the future
MAC membership is representative of the riding community. This legislation clarifies the membership of MAC which
now will include five highway engineering experts from state or local governments, one state or local traffic safety
engineer who is a motorcyclist, one roadway safety data expert on crash testing and analysis, and one representative
from each of the following groups: a national association of state transportation officials, a national motorcyclist foundation, a national motorcyclist association, a national motorcycle manufacturing association, and a national safety
organization. “As the feds address the vast roadway infrastructure issues and emerging technologies surrounding
vehicles and roads, there isn't a more appropriate time to re-establish the Motorcycle Advisory Council,” said Kirk
“Hardtail” Willard, President of the Motorcycle Riders Foundation. “It was originally and effectively designed to give
motorcyclists a voice with regards to the unique challenges we face on two and three wheels when it comes to roadway design.”
(continued next page)

Motorcycle Riders Press Release (continued)
The MRF is encouraged that this legislation will ensure that motorcyclists will continue to have an open dialogue
with government officials about the unique characteristics and challenges that motorcyclists face when they are not
adequately considered or accounted for as infrastructure programs are being discussed and implemented. We want to
acknowledge and commend the relationships that our state motorcyclist rights organizations (SMROs), specifically
ABATE of Wisconsin and ABATE of Ohio, established with their elected officials through attending events such as our
annual lobby day, Bikers Inside the Beltway. This event, along with active engagement with members of Congress in
their home districts, helps the MRF identify the champions of motorcycle issues and achieve our goals.
“We are pleased that our elected representatives from the state of Wisconsin continue to lead the charge in advocating on behalf of the motorcyclists in the country,” said Steve Panten, Legislative Director for ABATE of Wisconsin,
Inc. “I am encouraged that years of building relationships, both in our State and by coming to Washington, D.C., every
year, continues to elevate our issues on Capitol Hill. We urge other SMRO’s to take the opportunity to do the same.”
The MAC, initially authorized in the SAFETEA-LU in 2005, allotted four of the ten members to consist of representatives from the motorcycling community from various state and federal motorcycle associations. In the FAST Act of
2015, Congress re-established the Motorcyclist Advisory Council in the Highway Bill to advise the Federal Highway Administration on “issues of concern to motorcyclists.” However, the MRF was disappointed the re-established MAC only
included one seat for a representative of a national motorcycle organization.
The Motorcycle Advisory Council provides the Secretary of the Department of Transportation (DOT), the Administrator of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), and the Administrator of the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) with expert first-hand knowledge of motorcycle issues. “Motorcycle registration is at an alltime high, but this increasing popularity has brought with it increasing risks, such as fatal accidents,” said Rep. Gallagher. “Motorcycles require specific – and in some cases different – requirements of roads, and we need an open dialogue between the motorcycle community, infrastructure experts, and the federal government to discuss these challenges.” The MAC serves as the only official forum for the motorcycle community to have an open dialogue with the federal government to discuss concerns with infrastructure design, issues with intelligent transportation systems, and
other areas of safety affecting motorcycles on the road.
“With the number of motorcycles currently on the road, it is critical that the road designers and transportation engineers understand the way that motorcycles and motorcyclists interact with the roadways as well as other vehicles using those same roads,” said Ed Schetter, Executive Director for ABATE of Ohio, Inc. “Motorcyclists need to be present to
help recognize those needs and ensure that motorcycles maintain their place on the road and can be safely operated
into a future where technology is creating more and more challenges.”

LEGISLATION

Federal: Visit www.mrf.org for more information on
these bills.
Federal - HR 1024
A bill to require the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency to revise labeling requirements for fuel
pumps that dispense E15, and for other purposes.
Federal - H Res 255
A resolution promoting awareness of motorcycle profiling
and encouraging collaboration and communication with the
motorcycle community and law enforcement officials to prevent instances of profiling.
Federal - S 2602
A bill to exclude vehicles to be used solely for competition
from certain provisions of the Clean Air Act, and for other
purposes.

If you are an electrician and looking for a job—
contact Local 379

Do you read your printed newsletter? Do you receive it via the United States Postal Service and would you
consider getting it online instead? You could save this chapter approximately $25 a year if you would just get it
online from our website. Because of the printing cost, we just can’t put as much information in the printed version
as we can the online issue. If you would like to receive it online, please let Donna know as soon as possible so
we can save money for our chapter.

COAST TO COAST
Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish,
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

MOTORCYCLE FATALITIES DECLINE, DESPITE INCREASED OWNERSHIP
For the second straight year, nationwide motorcycle fatalities declined, in spite of a record number of motorcycles in usage across the United States.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) recently released their 2018 motor vehicle fatality
report, reflecting a 4.7% reduction in motorcyclist deaths from 2017 to 2018.
Meanwhile, according to the Motorcycle Industry Council (MIC), a record 12,231,000 motorcycles were in use in
the U.S., up more than 2 million from 2014, the last year of their ownership survey, and that American households
owning motorcycles rose from 6.94% in 2014 to a record 8.02% last year (10,124,400 homes), an increase of more
than 1.5 million homes.
Overall, motor vehicle crashes went down 2.4%, though vehicle miles traveled (VMT) were up.
WORLDWIDE MOTORCYCLE SALES PROJECTED TO INCREASE The annual global demand for motorcycles,
including electrically-powered machines, was forecast by market researcher Freedonia Group to expand 4.4% per
annum through 2022 to 121.5 million units, when industry revenues were projected to reach $120 billion ($10.8 billion in the US). The Asia/Pacific region, which predominantly utilizes small and inexpensive motorcycles, will continue to dominate demand, representing 84% of all units sold in 2016.
E-bikes will account for the overwhelming majority of new electric product demand, as they continue to capture
market share from conventional motorcycles and bicycles. Both developed and industrialized nations are expected
to register strong growth as the availability of reliable electric models increases. The lower upfront and operating
costs and environmental credentials of these machines – compared to ICE (internal combustion engine) motorcycles – also enhances their appeal. Governments around the world at both the national and local levels will continue
to support the transition toward e-bikes through subsidies and tax breaks, ridesharing programs, and additional investment in the public charging infrastructure.
About a dozen countries and about 20 cities around the world have proposed banning the future sale of vehicles
powered by fossil within the next two the largest auto market globally), Japan (the third largest auto market globally), South Korea, Taiwan, the EU auto market nations of Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Germany, France, Ireland,
the Netherlands, Spain, and Portugal, as well as Costa Rica in Central America.
PETITION DRIVE TO BAN BLINDING HEADLIGHTS
A “Ban Blinding Headlights and Save Lives” online petition has been set up by the National Motorists Association (NMA) to lobby the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, its parent organization, the U.S. Department of Transportation, and the U.S. Congress to “ban all blue-light technologies on vehicles and to keep tail-lights,
brake-lights and turn signals to a maximum brightness no greater than that allowed for traffic signals.”
More than 9,400 people who are concerned about the safety effect caused by the glare of overly bright headlights, taillights, and other exterior vehicle indicator lights, have already signed the petition at Change.org. Organizers have set a goal of obtaining over 10,000 signatures.
MOTORCYCLE CLUB HELPS SCHOOL DRIVERLESS CARS Self-driving cars are already being tested and developed on public roads, but one of the frequent criticisms of the technology is its lack of ability to spot motorcyclists. Motorcycles are comparatively rare on the roads, so self-driving vehicles don’t get sufficient exposure to
them.
Aurora is an autonomous vehicle technology company that is developing the software and sensor tech that will
underpin a lot of autonomous vehicles in the future, and they’ve adopted a unique approach to the motorcycle
problem. Aurora’s perception team devoted a machine-learning day to teach their driverless machines to become
more familiar around this specific vehicle type by utilizing volunteers from the San Francisco chapter of the Iron Order MC to ride around their test car on a variety of motorcycles, performing regular traffic maneuvers. Their data
team then collected specific information from a variety of scenarios that autonomous cars are likely to encounter in
the real world, and that data will be used to predict and react to future scenarios on the road. The day-long test will
now be used as a baseline for motorcycle detection within the Artificial Intelligence systems in Aurora’s self-driving
technology. Ultimately, the system will be able to detect and recognize different styles of motorcycles and identify
the difference between a cruiser and a sport bike.
That’s important when it comes to predicting and managing closing speeds, merging patterns, and braking. Selfdriving vehicles are the future of transportation, so it’s important that autonomous technology “learn” how to interact
with motorcycles in order to Share the Road safely.
MAN SUES TOWN FOR REVOKING HIS CARRY PERMIT BASED ON MC AFFILIATION
A Rhode Island man is accusing the town of Burrillville, RI of violating his Constitutional rights by revoking his
permit to carry a concealed weapon based on his alleged affiliation with “biker gang members.”
According to the Providence Journal, Pedro Alvarez Jr. has sued the town, local police and others in U.S. District Court, alleging that they violated his right to bear arms, due process rights, and First Amendment right to free
(continued next page)
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COAST TO COAST (continued)
association by revoking his permit based on photographs posted on his Facebook page that showed him socializing with members of the Thug Riders and Pagan motorcycle clubs.
Alvarez insists that he has “never been a member or associate of any motorcycle gang and has never been
charged with a crime.”
At the time of the revocation, in June 2018, Alvarez was a U.S. Army recruit slated to attend basic training to
become a military police officer -- a post that he currently holds with the Rhode Island National Guard, according
to his lawsuit.
Alvarez alleges that the revocation limits his employment opportunities and the security clearances he can
obtain.
He is seeking unspecified damages and the reinstatement of his permit.

CONSTITUTION CHANGE/AMENDMENT PROPOSAL
Sponsored by: Raleigh Chapter
Co-Sponsored by: Smokey Mountain Chapter

Article VII
Chapters
#10
Current Language:
10) Regular meetings of local chapters of the CBA will be held at least once a month. The date, time
and place of the meeting will be determined by the local president upon recommendation of the members. Special meetings may be called by the local president, by a majority of the officers, or by at
least 30% of the membership.
Proposed language:
10) Regular meetings of local chapters of the CBA will be held at least once a month. Chapters have
the option of meeting in person or via electronic means. If a chapter elects to meet via
electronic means, they must hold in person meetings quarterly. The date, time and place of
the meeting (virtual or in person) will be determined by the local president upon recommendation
of the members. This option is only available to Chapters which have been chartered for
over one (1) year. Special meetings may be called by the local president, by a majority of the officers, or by at least 30% of the membership.
Note: The Gaston County CBA members in attendance at our November 2019 general meeting voted
to approve the change at the next Executive Council Meeting in January.

803 222-4800

1799 Hwy 55 West, Clover SC 29710

ATTENTION AREA CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS! Information for the newsletter must be sent to Jill by the 15th of the
month. We try to include all the events of other organizations, but sometimes space prevents this in the printed version, so we encourage you to also view it online on our website at www.gastoncountycba.com. We really don’t mind
advertising your organization or club events, in fact we encourage you to send us the information, BUT it cost the CBA
money for every page we print so we feel the least your organization or club can do is to encourage your members to
join the CBA. At our general meeting in April 2019, it was voted on and approved that if your club or organization does
not support the CBA, then the CBA cannot support you or your events. If your members are not CBA members, adverNote—Please
bring
at least a1/4
week
(or12.50;
two)1/2
before
the benefit.
tising rates will
now apply for one
issueitems
of our newsletter:
page—$
page—$25.00;
Full page—$50.00.

AWARENESS SIGNS
These awareness signs are only $5. Just
maybe this sign in your yard or placed
somewhere that cage drivers can see it
might make that driver stop and think
about paying more attention to motorcycles on the road. It could save your life or
the life of someone you love. Buy one for
yourself and also one for a friend or relative to display.
Signs can be bought at
any event we are set up, at our general
meeting every month, from Donna at
SERF in Stanley (see their card in this
issue), or from Jill Stillwell. This would make
a good Christmas gift.

Blue Ridge HD

Gaston CBA Treasurer’s Report
October 2019
Beginning Balance :
$ 3,882.56
Income:
$ 140.00 Membership
75.00 Products
25.17 Refund from State
15.00 Donation
Total Income: $ 255.17
Expenses:
$ 89.07 State Meeting
221.86 Newsletter
122.43 Freedom Ride to State
Total Expenses:

$ 433.36

PayPal Balance: $1,507.34
Ending Bank Balance (10/31/2019): $3,704.37
Outstanding Checks / Debit Cards
State CBA/ABATE
$570.00
State CBA/ABATE
89.07 Room—2nd Qtr
$659.07

DID YOU KNOW?
GASTON CBA MEMBERS—IF YOU SIGN UP 5
NEW OR LAPSED MEMBERS, YOU WILL RECEIVE
A 1 YEAR FREE SINGLE MEMBERSHIP.
GASTON CBA MEMBERS—IF YOU SIGN UP 25
NEW OR LAPSED MEMBERS, YOU WILL RECEIVE
A LIFETIME SINGLE MEMBERSHIP.
(if you qualify or 5 years of single membership).
GASTON LIFETIME MEMBERS—IF YOU SIGN UP
5 NEW OR LAPSED MEMBERS, YOU WILL RECEIVE
CBA PRODUCTS WORTH $20.
GASTON LIFETIME MEMBERS—IF YOU SIGN UP
25 NEW OR LAPSED MEMBERS, YOU WILL RECEIVE A HOODIE WITH A CBA PATCH ON THE
BACK. (Very nice & in your size).
We hope you will take advantage of this and
help build our chapter. Just recruit bikers to
belong to CBA/ABATE of NC Gaston County
Chapter (all sign up’s must pay the full
price of membership).

Cash on Hand—$5,870.78
Respectfully submitted by Pete McGinnis, Treasurer for
CBA. If you have any questions at all about this CBA
report, please contact Pete at the information listed
below.

For information on Biker Down—Lifted Up
Contact: Rob Robinson @ 704 724-7981

2019 GASTON CBA OFFICERS
If you have any questions, suggestions or complaints concerning
YOUR Chapter, please contact your officers.

PRESIDENT & EDITOR OF THE
GASTON NEWS & REPORT
Jill Stillwell
704 913-7281
jillstillwell@bellsouth.net

VICE-PRESIDENT
Geno Pennington
704 621-7455
genepennington76@gmail.com

SECRETARY:
Donna Barnett
704 287-4309
secretary.gaston.cba@gmail.com

MASTER SERGEANT AT ARMS
Michael Cline
704 477-7067
clinescustomcarpentry@yahoo.com

TREASURER:
Pete McGinnis
704 616-7152
mcginnis.pete@gmail.com
Roger”Dodge”Howard Jim”Griz”Tench Randy “Stringbean” Baker

Sergeants at Arms

