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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE -

Our next general meeting will be on September 3rd @ 7pm at Jackson’s Cafeteria. When you enter,
we will be in one of the rooms that is near the front of the building. Come early and have supper with
friends but you are NOT required to eat so please don’t let that stop you from attending.
Finally it has cooled down so that you are not burning up from the heat when you ride. As I get “older” the
heat is not my friend when riding. Not that I like the cold any better bur those spring & fall months sure make
for some good riding weather. We had a report from our member Tim “T-Mac” McGinnis about the Blue Ride
Parkway. His words—”If you planning to ride the Blue Ridge Parkway on a motorcycle, you need to re-think
it. The roads are treacherous with loads of loose gravel. Even where the new paving is done, loose gravel still
cover the road. And the cars and trucks are throwing it. You cannot enjoy the views because you can not take
your eyes off the road. I am extremely grateful that no one went down yesterday. I really thought it would be
better.”
We have a full schedule during the month of September. There are so many events that you can literally
stay busy all month. Potter’s House “Amazing Race” Fundraiser, The CBA/ABATE of NC State Party at
Riders Roost, the Gaston County Toy Run for Kids Breakfast, Filthy Lu’s Ride for support of Army Veterans &
Police Office Donald Wilbanks, Creekside and finally our own Freedom Ride. Our Freedom Ride is done a
lot different than our other rides because we actually do a “ride” in SC and not stopping every half hour. We
will go for a nice long ride, stop and have lunch and then we will return to Youngun’s for more food, fellowship
and wind it up with our great raffle prize giveaway. If you would like to donate an item for our raffle, we would
greatly appreciate it. You can bring your item to the general meeting, contact one of the officers and we will
see it gets picked up or bring it the day of the ride. The raffle drawing seems to be one of the highlights of
any ride so we really try to solicit good prizes for you to win.
One of the most important items on our agenda. We hear all the time that we need “new blood” but when
it comes time for nominations that “new blood” is no where to be found. Good officers are the backbone of
any organization and to have the same ones serve over and over is sometimes not a good thing. We all get
stuck on our own agenda and we become complacent with the organization when we should be eager to run
full steam ahead with new ideas. We only elect for a year so why not try it out and see if the CBA bugs bites
you like it has us. I will put the job description of each office in the online edition of The Gaston CBA News &
Reports. I sincerely hope you will consider running for an officer position.
Have you ever considered that the police in our area would make it really difficult on bikers? In some
states the LEO’s are profiling bikers to the point of it being unconstitutional. Bikers are being profiled against
for wearing colors and also those that have concealed weapons permits are being arrested for carrying a gun
just because they are bikers. I just don’t understand why or how this could happen. It seems our rights and
freedoms are being flushed down the drain. That is why the CBA’s and ABATE’s across this nation are so
important and the reason we exist to fight injustice such as this. Of course we support safety on the road but
it’s important to remember that a little weed can grow into a big mess of thorns that will hurt you if you don’t
pull it up by it’s roots. And that’s one of the good things we do. We try and get rid of unjust laws that are on
the books while trying to prevent any future unjust laws from being added. We hope this will encourage you
to continue your membership in this chapter or to join or renew if you are currently not a member. Plus you
get that $3500 of accidental death or dismemberment insurance for free. Let’s get real about insurance because most of us don’t have any and this is free with your membership. FYI—I have mailed out five checks
to the beneficiaries across the state of members who have died from accidental death since Easter. One was
a drowning, one was a dirt bike accident and three were motorcycle fatalities. So PLEASE ride safe…… Jill

CBA/ABATE of NC—Gaston County Chapter / Meeting Minutes / July 2, 2019
Meeting was held at Jackson’s Cafeteria with the meeting being called to order by Jill Stillwell. Pete led us in
prayer and Jill led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

President (Jill Stillwell) – Jill welcomed and thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. Thanks to
Jackson’s Cafeteria.
Legislation - See Legislation Section of the newsletter for updates including info from the state meeting that was in July.
CBA and Other Area Events – Donna read the list. See the Events section of the newsletter for the
list.
Newsletter – Anyone can submit articles of motorcycle interest for the newsletter. Just remember to
site your source and include a link if possible. Items for the newsletter are due to Jill Stillwell by the
15th each month (jillstillwell@bellsouth.net). Please note the deadline has changed so that the newsletter can be received before the general meeting each month.
Vice President (Geno Pennington) – Contacting 2019 lapsed members and working on Freedom Ride.
Secretary (Donna Barnett) – We have 356 members (299 renewals, 57 Life). Please let Donna know
if you have changes to your contact information (address, phone, or email) (deb2334@yahoo.com) or if
you need a new membership packet. You can save the chapter up to $25/year by receiving the newsletter online. Renewals are included in the CBA emails, the monthly newsletter as well as members being
notified through the US Postal Service and emails. Memberships: single - $20, couple - $30. Motion
made and approved to accept the July minutes as posted in the August newsletter.
Treasurer (Pete McGinnis) – Pete read the reports. Motion made and approved to accept the report.
Please contact Pete if you want more information about the details or want copies of the reports. Report
is in this issue of our newsletter.
Master Sergeant at Arms (Michael Cline) – Absent due to work.
MSAP – Please let an officer know if you are interested in becoming the new coordinator. There are
members interested in becoming instructors. Donna will get in touch with Cat Terwilliger about MSAP
training as well as info about private driving schools.
Products – “Watch for Motorcycles” yard signs are $5 each. Patches are also available for purchase.
New shirts are $15 each and old shirts are $5 each.
Old Business –

Please contact Jill or Donna to schedule the CBA to speak with your group. Thanks.
We discussed helping Off the Streets Program with a bike show in 2020. Some things we
dicussed were: Jill helping with the flyer, making the show 2-3 hours max, and a tentative date
for May 30th. Vickie will be at our August meeting to discuss this further. Vickie was at the August meeting. They are looking at June 6th for a tentative date with a rain date of June 13th. She
will be getting back in touch with us as soon as they have a location set.
New Business –

State BOD nominations for 2020-2021 (Gary Bridges – President, Dave Blum – Vice President,
Darlene Kimsey – Treasurer, Donna Barnett – Secretary, Shannon Rights – Information Director,
Charlie Boone – Legislative Director, Jill Stillwell – Membership Services Director, Catherine Terwilliger – MSAP Director, Tim “Smitty” Smith – Western District Coordinator, Michael Moore – Central District Coordinator, Mandy Russell – Eastern District Coordinator. There is only one nomination for each position, therefore these men and women will be your CBA State Board of Directors
for two years starting in January 2020. Congratulations to each of them.
Our Annual Freedom Ride in SC will be Saturday, September 28th. This is the ride that we do in
SC so that riders can choose whether or not to wear their helmets.
Nominations for Chapter Officers will begin at the September General Meeting (September 3rd)
and elections will be held at the October General Meeting (October 1st). Absentee ballots will be
available if there is more than one person running for a position with exception of Sgt at Arms
unless there are more than 3 people running for that position.
Filthy Lu’s is collecting school supplies during the month of August. Anyone bringing in supplies
will get a 10% discount.
Info from the Officer’s meeting: We met with Chip Jackson from Jackson’s Cafeteria. They will
be providing the entire meal for one of our rides and in exchange will be given a ½ page ad in the
newsletter. We discussed the age of the Chapter laptop that the Secretary uses. A motion was
made and approved to purchase another laptop and have office installed on it.
Close Meeting – Motion made and passed to adjourn meeting with Pete leading us in closing prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Donna Barnett, Secretary

The VP Corner As most of you know by now our Bike Night at the Rockhouse was cancelled because of a new co-owner
wanting to go in a different direction with his patrons. That is their choice and we will abide by it but when an
establishment singles out a group of people to eliminate as patrons (like our area bikers) we don’t think that’s right
but again it’s their choice. I find it amusing for an establishment that wants to get rid of patrons that actually spend
money. We do appreciate the time we did have at the Rockhouse for Bike Night. We are grateful to the staff
because they were outstanding and Roger Waters did a great job of entertaining us. For the time being, we are
just going to encourage you to support the area bike nights in our community. You can find a list of them on our
area events page.
There’s a lot going on this month in our area. I know you probably can’t support every ride or event but I do
want to encourage you to support our Freedom Ride on the 28th. We do this as a kind of protest to the State of
NC that does not allow Freedom of Choice. We are definitely not against helmets but we do think we should have
the choice of wearing or not wearing one This also goes for other things we think are unfair in our state and that
the General Assembly should address such grass clippings in the road and distractive driving to name a few. We
will ride and spend our money in SC as a protest to the things we see that need to be changed. It’s said if you hit
the pocketbook things can change. Well our pocketbooks/billfolds are going south of the border (state line) on this
ride.
Please continue to pray for the State Highway Trooper that was paralyzed in the motorcycle high speed chase
crash recently and also for our men/women that protect us in the service and our first responders. They keep us
safe and help us when we need it.
- Geno

2019 The Amazing Race Fundraiser
Hosted by: The Potter’s House
54 Burnmill Rd., Gastonia (Ranlo)
September 7th / Starting @ 10AM
THE AMAZING RACE IS A FUNDRAISER HOSTED BY THE GASTONIA'S POTTERS HOUSE. THE EVENT IS
MODELED AFTER THE POPULAR TV SHOW "THE AMAZING RACE". AS A TEAM OF 4, YOU WILL COMPETE
AGAINST OTHER TEAMS IN CHALLENGES AND ACTIVITIES STAGED IN AND AROUND GASTON COUNTY
CHURCHES, BUSINESSES, PARKS, AND MORE. TEAMS CAN BE MADE UP OF FAMILY, FRIENDS, COWORKERS OR YOU CAN REGISTER INDIVIDUALLY TO BE PAIRED WITH A TEAM. REGISTRATION IS $40/
PER PERSON OR $150/PER TEAM OF 4. ALL AGES WELCOME! FIRST AND SECOND PLACE TEAMS WILL
RECEIVE PRIZES AND ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE MINISTRY!
For tickets— The Potter's House Amazing Race Fundraiser Tickets or visit their Facebook page for info.

Note—Please bring items at least a week (or two) before the benefit.

Some of you might wonder
why Chip Jackson has a lot
bigger ad? Well Chip (being a
biker himself) is very much a
supporter of Gaston CBA and
has been for a long time.
Chip came to us with a
proposal of providing a full
meal for one of our rides so
next year during one of our
rides, Chip will provide the
great food that Jackson’s is
known for.
We really appreciate his
continued support and if you
haven’t eaten at Jackson’s, it
was voted First Place in the
Best of the Best in the Gaston
County Community Choice
Contest 2019.
Chip has also welcomed us
to hold our general meetings
there every month, so come
and join us at Jackson’s on
September 3rd!

LEGISLATION

H104/S81 – Litter Definition Clarification
House caucus decided not to advance this bill so it is dead for this legislative session
H257/S321 – Motorcycles/Face Masks
The Governor signed this bill and it goes into effect on December 1st.
H267 – Require Safety Helmets/Under 21
This bill is dead for this legislative session. At the July state CBA meeting we discussed tabling
the helmet issue for a couple of sessions for several reasons. 1. Legislators only see us as the
“helmet” people instead of motorcyclists. 2. It will give us an opportunity to focus on other
issues such as grass on the roadways, profiling, and lane splitting/filtering. 3. It will also give
us an opportunity to watch other states to see how they are getting “Freedom of Choice”
passed in their states. We voted to table the helmet issue until the 2023 long session. We are
skipping one long session of the legislature.
H144 – Hands Free NC
House – passed the House and is currently in the Senate Commerce and Insurance committee.
We aren’t sure that it will move in this session, but if not it will still be eligible for consideration
in the 2020 session because it had made the crossover deadline this session.
We are hopeful that a good version of this bill will eventually be passed.
Members will be notified as bills are heard in Committee and their progress.

MEMBER CONTEST
The Gaston CBA Officers have a new contest for
you. Would you like to win $100? All you have to do is
to attend our general meetings. Every month that you
attend, you will receive a ticket for a chance to win the
$100 which we will draw at the general meeting in
November.
Our meetings are held at Jackson’s Cafeteria, 1453
E. Franklin Blvd., Gastonia, on the 1st Tuesday of the
month. By the way—you are NOT required to eat at the
cafeteria, but they do have good food and you would be
supporting one of our sponsors.

803 222-4800

1799 Hwy 55 West, Clover SC 29710

If you are an electrician and looking for a job—
contact Local 379

ATTENTION AREA CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS! Information for the newsletter must be sent to Jill by the 15th of the
month. Let us know what kind of articles you would like to see and also we would like to know how we can improve
our newsletter. We try to include all the events of other organizations, but sometimes space prevents this in the printed
version, so we encourage you to also view it online on our website at www.gastoncountycba.com. We really don’t mind
advertising your organization or club events, in fact we encourage you to send us the information, BUT it cost the CBA
money for every page we print so we feel the least your organization or club can do is to encourage your members to
join the CBA. At our general meeting in April, it was voted on and approved that if your club or organization does not
support the CBA, then the CBA cannot support you or your events. If your members are not CBA members, advertising
rates will now apply for one issue of our newsletter: 1/4 page—$ 12.50; 1/2 page—$25.00; Full page—$50.00.

GASTON CBA & AREA EVENTS
September 1—Travlin Light September Birthday Ride after 11am Service @ CHBC
September 3 @ 7pm: Gaston CBA General Meeting @ Jackson’s Cafeteria, Gastonia
September 7—The Potter’s House “Amazing Race” Fundraiser
September 7 @ 2pm: SOH Lincolnton—Open House (4 South Carolina Ave., Maiden NC)
September 7 @ 6am-2pm: Dixie Drifters Yard and Bake Sale
September 13-15—CBA/ABATE of NC State Party (see flyer)
September 14—Gaston Toy Run for Kids Breakfast (see flyer)
September 15— Filthy Lu’s Ride (see flyer)
September 15—CHBC Sermon on the Mount @ Banner Elk. KSU @ 8am
September 20-22—Creekside Rally (see flyer). Contact Jill if you can volunteer for the CBA booth.
September 21 @ 11am-6pm: SOH Lincolnton BBQ Fundraiser (4 South Carolina Ave., Maiden NC)
September 28—Gaston CBA Freedom Ride (see flyer)
BIKE NIGHTS: Cycle Gear—2nd Tuesday of each month from 5-8pm. Cleveland County CBA—
Every other Tuesday (see their FB page for dates) at the VFW, Shelby
Wednesday— Zippers in Lincolnton, Mac’s Speed Shop on South Blvd in Charlotte
Thursday—Route 55, Clover; Side Trax, Mt. Holly; Youngun’s, Kings Mtn, Mac’s Speed Shop, Cornelius,
Kickback Jack’s, Mooresville, Independence HD, Charlotte, The Pickle, Dallas
Sunday—Tank Town Tavern from 2pm—Music starts @ 3pm
Note: Please let Donna know if you are aware of any other bike nights in our general area. Thanks.
Do you read your printed newsletter? Do you receive it via the United States Postal Service and
would you consider getting it online instead? You could save this chapter approximately $25 a year if
you would just get it online from our website. Because of the printing cost, we just can’t put as much
information in the printed version as we can the online issue. If you would like to receive it online,
please let Donna know as soon as possible so we can save money for our chapter.

We can’t accomplish our goals in Raleigh without your support. Please renew today to help us in
Raleigh to fight for your rights. We ask that each of you recruit at least one (1) new or lapsed
member during the month of September.
Your motorcycle freedom depends on organizations
such as the CBA/ABATE of NC and the Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF).
You can renew using PayPal at: www.gastoncountycba.com or you can use the application in this
issue of The Gaston CBA News & Reports. Mail application to: Gaston CBA, PO Box 22, Lowell NC
28098.
RENEWALS FOR MARCH 2019– SEPTEMBER 2019
March 2019
Tracey Drader
Dawn Wood
Andrew Herwin
April 2019
Kenneth Clontz
Tammie Long
Galvin Clinton Bolen
Jeff & Miranda Willard
Angela Davis
Steven Griffin
Ronnie Melton
JoAnn Trimnal
Jacob Ward
Ed Barker
Richard & Jodi Kennedy
Wendy Clark Metro
Lisa Stine
Andra Tolbert
Jessie Strickland
Eric & Crystal Thompson
Zachary Bolch
Brad & Wendy Helms
Tim & Sondra Sutherland
Mitchell Bridges
Julie Thompson
David Hoesly
May 2019
Scott & Alicia Denlinge
Richard & Melanie Edling
Patrick Hall
Scott Hoffmann
Philip Festa
Tony Giacobbe
Chuck & Pamela Dalton
Patti Ernst
Todd Pierceall
Joey Raborn
Scott M Wilson
Matthew Whisnant

June 2019
Joshua & Renee Christman
Jesse Helms
Emily Sells
James & Debbie Helton
Angie Marlowe
Justin Burgess
Chasity Weaver
William Mancini
Lynnette Strauss
James Byars
John Franklin
Ed & Penny Biggers
Suzanne Harris
Reba Sisk
William Andy & Rocia Lewis
JULY 2019
Mike & Aulisha Humphries
Kenny & Jaren Buchanan
Tim Wilson
Patricia Tubby
Kenneth Engelhardt
Jason & Corrine Beck
August 2019
William "Willie" Grier
Ray Maiers
Louie Morico
Allen Head
September 2019
Danny MacEachern
Karen Snipes
Kole Pennington
Travis Barnes
Scott "Rico" Carpenter
Scott Carrigan
David "Pokey" Goodman
James Chaney
Dana Bumgardner
Gene & Toni Pennington
Danny MacEachern Jr.

Is your name on this page? Or did you lapse before March
2019? If so we need you to renew today! It doesn’t matter
if you belong to another organization or club, every biker
needs to belong to the CBA. We are the only organization
in NC that represents approximately 200,000 bikers in the
General Assembly. If you know someone on this page,
please encourage them to renew.
Also if you have any ideas on how to retain our members,
please let us know. This is not just a Gaston problem, it’s
a problem all over the state.

SEPTEMBER 2019 (Continued)
Jack J. "Diceman” Weisberger
Lisa Downie
Richard & Denise Welch
Joseph Reid Costner
William Kelly Faile
Breanna Nicoletti
Robert & Sherry Ward
Stephen Breedlove
Ronald Conrad
Charles & Crystal Crawford
Donald "Guido" Goble
Dustin Jones
Cameron Little
Vanessa McKinney
Travis Robbins
Ronald Robbins
Lori Rogers
Tim & Kim Sanders
Tammy Shelton
Rick & Claudia Allen Sr.
Michael "Joe" Berry
Steve & Cindy Ellis
Phillip & Stacy Middleton
Allen & Christy McKinney
WELCOME BACK PREVIOUS MEMBER
Jamie & Aundria Grigg II
Lance McClannan
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Tony & Lisa Tullo
Kenneth Lowe
Mike & Terra Mobley
Susan McClannan
Robbie Light

COAST TO COAST
COM BIKER NEWSBYTES ~ Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish ~ National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

STURGIS RALLY SAFEST IN FIVE YEARS—Final Sturgis Motorcycle Rally figures indicate a slight decrease
in overall attendance, but including a third fatality reported on Sunday, traffic deaths were the lowest since
2014 when two motorcyclists died. Four people died in traffic crashes during the Rally last year. Accidents
were also down this year, with 52 injury crashes reported, down from 56; 41 non-injury crashes compared
with 50 in 2018, according to the state Department of Public Safety. The number of vehicles counted entering Sturgis, South Dakota during the 10 days of the 79th annual Sturgis Rally, from Friday, August 2
through Sunday, August 11, was down 1.2% from 505,969 in 2018 to 499,654 this year, according to the
state Department of Transportation, which has been counting since 1990. The record vehicle count was
604,441 for seven days -- Monday through Sunday -- of the Rally in 2000, the 60th anniversary, according
to DOT figures. The record attendance, by head count, was an estimated 738,000 in 2015, the 75th anniversary, according to Rally officials.
TRADE WAR HEATS UP—An ongoing trade war continues to escalate, and with motorcycles once again
caught in the crosshairs, whatever the outcome the cost of motorcycles is likely to go up. Trade tensions
between the European Union (EU) and the United States involving ongoing disputes regarding aircraft subsidies has led the Trump Administration to respond with $11 billion in proposed EU tariffs, including many motorcycles imported from countries in the EU. The U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) has proposed 100% duties on motorcycles 500-700cc, as well as “parts and accessories for motorcycles (including mopeds).” (HTS
subheadings 8711.40.30 and 8714.10.00). The retaliatory tariffs could have farreaching consequences for
Europeanbased motorcycle manufacturers, including Ducati, BMW, Husqvarna, KTM, Triumph and Vespa. As
of now, the product list is “preliminary”, and riders are urged to make their voices heard.
MIC LAUNCHES INITIATIVE TO INSPIRE NEW RIDERS—The Motorcycle Industry Council (MIC) has
announced a broad, longterm initiative to bring more people into the world of motorcycling. “It’s clear the
industry needs to reach and inspire new customers. While many of us, with our individual businesses, have
taken steps to grow ridership, we also should be working together, and the MIC wants to help make that
happen,” said Paul Vitrano, MIC board chair and senior assistant general counsel at Indian Motorcycle and
Polaris Inc. “To help us fully understand the barriers to entry, and to create an inclusive strategic plan to
conquer those barriers that will be available to all stakeholders, we have partnered with a team of researchers and strategists to bring fresh perspectives to this challenge and opportunity.” To initiate this strategic
plan, the MIC has hired consulting firm Centauric LLC to lead the first phase of this initiative. “Centauric
has committed an impressive multi-disciplinary team of behavioral scientists, engineers, and business consultants, and takes a unique approach to problem-solving. We are excited to be working with them on this
critical initiative,” Vitrano said. The plan will be presented at the MIC’s American International Motorcycle
Expo (AIMExpo) in Columbus, Ohio, September 26-29, 2019. “This is not designed to be a quick fix, nor is it
just about sales,” said Chuck Boderman, MIC vice chair, and vice president, motorcycle division, American
Honda Motor Co., Inc. “It’s about showing people how motorcycles can fit into and enrich their lives, no
matter where they live, what they do, what their hobbies are, or how old or young they are. This will take
time, so we are committed to building a campaign that takes the long view… and how united as one, we can
attract new riders to motorcycling.”
FEMA WARNS: “BE PREPARED FOR ELECTRIC BIKES!” “In about ten years it will probably not be possible to buy a motorcycle with an internal combustion engine in most, if not all, European countries,” warns
Dolf Willigers of the Federation of European Motorcyclists' Associations (FEMA). Based upon information
gathered during Sustainable Energy Week in Brussels, consisting of three days of presentations about how
to make our society more sustainable; “When you think about future transport, think electric. Not biofuels,
not hydrogen, certainly not carbon-based fuels, but electric battery-powered vehicles is what we can expect.” Transport is seen as a big contributor to the greenhouse effect. According to the EFA, the European
Environment Agency, road transport emits nearly 21% of the EU’s total emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2),
the main greenhouse gas. Both the European Union and countries inside and outside the EU want ‘climateneutral’ transport in 2050. “This looks far away,” says Willigers, “but remember that cars, the largest part
of the vehicles, in Europe have an average lifespan of about twenty years. To have all cars on the road
emission free in 2050 means that cars that do emit CO2 should no longer be on the market after 2030. Now
it suddenly gets closer.” According to Williger, in just over ten years, there should be a complete transition
from cars with a (carbon-based fuel) internal combustion engine to battery-electric powered cars. Already
the governments of Denmark, Germany, Ireland, India, Israel, Netherlands and Sweden have announced
that they will ban the sale of new ‘carbon-fueled’ cars from 2030. France, China and the UK have announced
to stop the sale of new cars with an internal combustion engine from 2040. On the other hand, Norway
wants to ban the sale of these cars already from 2025. “Indeed, I’m talking about cars, not about motorcycles,” Williger explains, “But let’s be realistic: when the sale cars with an internal combustion engine will be
stopped after 2030, in one country (the Netherlands) also the sale of mopeds with an internal combustion
engine, how big will the chance be that an exception will be made for motorcycles?
(continued next page)

COAST TO COAST (continued)
BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO CONSIDER BANNING HANDS-FREE DEVICES—England and Wales could
make handsfree cellphone devices illegal for drivers, after research showed that it is no safer than using a
hand-held phone, which would include a ban on comm systems for motorcyclists. The Commons Select
Committee has said that the Government should consider extending the law against using a mobile phone
while driving and has called for a public consultation on the issue by the end of 2019. The Committee also
recommended increasing the penalty for using a hand-held device and wants the police to do more to enforce the law. Smart helmets and other communication systems are gaining in popularity for riders, as
having access to our phones at all times has become a social and often professional requirement, and in
recent years the industry has been booming with increasingly versatile devices. The committee’s recommendation is based on a study that determined these systems are as distracting as using a handheld device, and whether behind the wheel or behind the handlebars, your attention is divided. According to the
National Safety Council, drivers on the phone miss up to 50% of what’s happening in their surroundings
while taking a call and their field of view is dramatically narrowed down, so chances are, a similar proportion applies to riders. If such a ban is imposed in the UK, it could spark discussions of similar bans in the
rest of Europe and perhaps the rest of the world.
NO HELMET, NO GAS—Although India has a national helmet law, as of August 5 the highly urbanized city
of Bengaluru will begin implementing a “No helmet, no fuel” policy that means any motorcycle rider, including their passenger, will not be allowed to buy fuel at any gas station within the city limits if they are
NOT wearing their helmets. "The Bengaluru Traffic Police has spoken with petrol pump owners across the
city seeking their cooperation to enforce the 'No Helmet, No Fuel' initiative,” Bengaluru City Additional
Traffic Commissioner P. Harishekaran told News18. “This is being done purely for the interest, safety, and
security of people.” Bengaluru is not the first city to take such a step, as on June 1, 2019, the State of
Uttar Pradesh, which has a population of 200-million, enacted a “No helmet, no fuel” policy and also prohibits motorcycle riders from using the expressway if they are not wearing their helmets.
NETHERLANDS WAR HERO GIVEN CHOICE BETWEEN MC OR MILITARY JOB—The Ministry of Defense has suspended a soldier for the first time because of his role in the world of motorcycle clubs, threatening Sergeant Major Maurice Vissers with removal from his job with the Ministry for being “involved in a
prohibited motorcycle gang.” Vissers is not a member of a forbidden club, but is vice president of the Veterans MC, a military motorcycle club in the Netherlands to which many soldiers and former soldiers are
affiliated, but he stands accused of having contacts with the Hells Angels as the clubs maintain friendly
ties. Earlier this year, the Ministry of Defense announced in a statement regarding the behavior of Defense
employees that security clearances will be withdrawn if they have contact with a criminal organization or
are "involved in outlaw motorcycle gangs such as Satudarah, Hells Angels, No Surrender or the Bandidos."
Where the Ministry previously discouraged its staff from becoming members of ‘1% clubs’, action is now
being taken against soldiers who, for example, have a child or a partner in a prohibited motorcycle club,
labeling them a security risk. Despite having no criminal record and no other security issues, the Ministry
of Defense has given the soldier a choice: leave the motorcycle club or Defense.
PUTIN MAY BE CITED FOR RIDING A MOTORCYCLE WITHOUT A HELMET—The Moscow Times has
reported that Russian President Vladimir Putin recently attended a biker show organized by the Night
Wolves motorcycle club in annexed Crimea, and state television showed Putin at the handlebars of a Ural
motorcycle without a helmet on. At least two people have filed com plaints with the authorities on the basis that Putin had violated Russian law by not wearing a helmet, and a Russian lawyer has requested the
traffic police fine Putin $15 over the infraction. “Putin is violating [the law] again,” said Regional legislator
Oleg Khomutinnikov in a complaint to Russia’s Prosecutor General’s Office, writing on Facebook; “So what,
the violations are minor. But does that make them non-violations?”
“EASY RIDER” STAR PETER FONDA DEAD AT 79—Oscar-nominated actor Peter Fonda, who became a
counterculture icon when he co-wrote, produced and starred in seminal 1969 road movie “Easy Rider” fifty
years ago, died August 16 of lung cancer at age 79. The son of Hollywood legend Henry Fonda, he appeared in numerous biker movies, including “The Wild Angels” (1966), “Ghost Rider” (2007) and “Wild
Hogs” (2007). Fonda earned an Academy Award nomination for Best Original Screenplay for Easy Rider,
which was added to the National Film Registry in 1998, having been deemed “culturally, historically or aesthetically significant.” In 1991, Peter Fonda attended the National Coalition of Motorcyclists’ 6th annual
NCOM Convention to receive the Silver Spoke Award for Entertainment; “In Appreciation For Improving
The Image Of Motorcycling.” He was inducted into the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame in 2002, not only for
his work on Easy Rider but also for his motorcycle-related charity work, including the Love Ride. His interest in motorcycles was the direct result of rebelling against the elder Fonda; "My father didn’t want me to,"
he once told the L.A. Times newspaper. "It was like, in your face. As soon as I could, I bought a Harley.
That was the beginning. Loved it. Never have stopped."
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “I have always maintained that society has no business dictating morality.”

New Gaston CBA T-Shirts are Here!
This is our new t-shirt design. The price of the shirts are $15. On
the front it says Gaston County CBA. It’s been a long time since
we’ve had a new shirt, so we encourage you to support our chapter
by buying and wearing this new design. We have the men’s in black,
gray and orange. The ladies come in black, gray, pink and turquoise. Contact Jill (see officer’s page for info) to purchase. Also we
will bring shirts to any event that we set up at or will
deliver to
you at our general meeting. Just let us know what size and color
you want.
We also ordered more “Look Twice—Save a Life” signs for your
lawn or business. The cost is only $5 for a sign that just might remind a driver to watch out for you or someone you love on motorcycles. You can pick one of these up at our events, at SERF Thrift
Store, 528 S. Hwy 27, Stanley, at Jill Stillwell’s home or call Jill and she will be glad to bring you
one to our general meeting.
Supporting your CBA with the purchase of merchandise helps spread the word about our
Chapter and also encourages interest in the CBA/ABATE of NC.

Blue Ridge HD

We encourage our members to also join the MRF.
The Motorcycle Riders Foundations does the same
thing in Washington that we do in Raleigh, so it’s very
important that we have a voice there too. There is
also an extra incentive to join the MRF, you will receive $3500 of accidental death & dismemberment
insurance. To join and be a part of another organization that watches out for your rights—click on
www.mrf.org.

Fredrick “Fred” Craft Sr.
Age 77 (1942—8/18/2019)
Our sincere sympathy to the Family of our
Charter Lifetime Member Fred Craft. Fred was
a staunch supporter of Gaston CBA and for his
devotion we are very grateful.

DID YOU KNOW?
GASTON CBA MEMBERS—IF YOU SIGN UP 5
NEW OR LAPSED MEMBERS, YOU WILL RECEIVE
A 1 YEAR FREE SINGLE MEMBERSHIP.
GASTON CBA MEMBERS—IF YOU SIGN UP 25
NEW OR LAPSED MEMBERS, YOU WILL RECEIVE
A LIFETIME SINGLE MEMBERSHIP.
(if you qualify or 5 years of single membership).
GASTON LIFETIME MEMBERS—IF YOU SIGN UP
5 NEW OR LAPSED MEMBERS, YOU WILL RECEIVE
CBA PRODUCTS WORTH $20.
GASTON LIFETIME MEMBERS—IF YOU SIGN UP
25 NEW OR LAPSED MEMBERS, YOU WILL RECEIVE A HOODIE WITH A CBA PATCH ON THE
BACK. (Very nice & in your size).
We hope you will take advantage of this and
help build our chapter. Just recruit bikers to
belong to CBA/ABATE of NC Gaston County Chapter (all sign up’s must pay the full
price of membership).

Gaston CBA Treasurer’s Report
July 2019
Beginning Balance :
$ 3,189.86
Income:
$ 600.00 Newsletter Sponsors
280.00 Membership
412.00 Products
5.00 Donation
20.00 Refund from Pete
60.00 MRF Western District Dues
Total Income:
Expenses:
$ 57.05
100.00
314.02
376.46
24.35
37.00

$ 1,377.00

Area Officers Meeting (food)
Charity Ride (Holy Angels)
Newsletter
Product Supply
State Meeting (fuel)
State Survey Monkey
Total Expenses:

$

908.88

PayPal Balance: $1,102;16
Ending Balance (7/31/2019):

$ 4,760.14

Respectfully submitted by Pete McGinnis, Treasurer for
CBA. If you have any questions at all about this CBA
report, please contact Pete at the information listed

For information on Biker Down—Lifted Up
Contact: Rob Robinson @ 704 724-7981

below.

2019 GASTON CBA OFFICERS
If you have any questions, suggestions or complaints concerning
YOUR Chapter, please contact your officers.

PRESIDENT & EDITOR OF THE
GASTON NEWS & REPORT
Jill Stillwell
704 913-7281
jillstillwell@bellsouth.net
SECRETARY:
Donna Barnett
704 287-4309
secretary.gaston.cba@gmail.com

VICE-PRESIDENT
Geno Pennington
704 621-7455
genepennington76@gmail.com
MASTER SERGEANT AT ARMS
Michael Cline
704 477-7067
clinecustomcarpentry@yahoo.com

TREASURER:
Pete McGinnis
704 616-7152
mcginnis.pete@gmail.com
Roger”Dodge”Howard Jim”Griz”Tench” Randy “Stringbean”
Baker

Sergeants at Arms

CBA/ABATE of NC—Gaston County Chapter
PO Box 22
Lowell, NC 28098
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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