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President’s Message—
First thing—our meetings will now be held on the 2nd Tuesday beginning in August. So our next meeting
with be on August 9th.
The weather has been so hot it’s even too hot to ride during the day (or it is for me). This time of the year, I love
to ride during the evening hours so I’m not sweating from the heat of the sun and the road. I’m sure some of you
younger folks can take that heat but most of us older folks can’t. Lol.
We had a very productive state meeting in July. Some things are changing (again). The Executive Council voted to
start sending out renewal cards every year with the renewal date on them. So the Membership Director now has more
work on her (me). But if that’s what you (the Executive Council) wants – then so be it. I think this will help Buncombe
County and hopefully Charlotte with Hot Springs and the Swap Meet. Also Jeff Reif announced that we might have a
new MSAP Director for Gaston. YIPPEE! We really want to get our MSAP Program back on track. This is one of the
most important programs we do. If you have an hour to an hour and a half that you could give us twice a month to
teach children in the driver’s education program, then PLEASE call me. We will get Jeff to do a training program at the
Homestead. The first quarter of the year (Jan, Feb, Mar) the M.S.A.P. program taught 6264 kids to watch out for motorcycles. One of those kids could be your child or grandchild that will soon be out on the road and we sure want him/
her to be a safe driver that watches out for motorcycles. We have a lot of retired or disabled folks in the CBA that can
do this so let’s get this program rolling again. We use to have a good representative of teachers here in Gaston County
but that isn’t the case now. There is a guy named Paul Wilms in Raleigh that has taught over 10,000 kids over the last 3
years and has nearly 6,000 so far for this year. Now talk about dedication – this man is dedicated!
Cindy Hodges, our MRF Representative, gave a report on at the Federal level of motorcycle laws. The MRF does
what we do but on the federal level. Membership is down, so we are encouraging you to join the MRF to help in this
fight. I’m sure you know that if a law is made on the federal level, then we (state) can’t do anything about it. That
federal law makes anything we want to do null and void. One of the things that I was not aware of was that the MRF
lobbied to have health insurance through your employer to cover you if you ride a motorcycle. The federal government did not want this but members of MRF, CBA and other motorcycle rights organizations across the county prevented this by contacting their representative and letting them know we did not want this. The MRF is constantly
fighting against required clothing attire so you don’t have to wear steel toe boots and protective clothing if you don’t
want to. If you are interested in joining the Motorcycle Riders Foundation, go to www.MFR.org. Of course I’m not telling you to choose MRF over CBA but if your budget can afford it – be members of both.
I know some of you that have been to a state meeting say it’s boring but most business meetings are kinda boring
but it is necessary when you are a member of an organization that does anything beneficial. And we are a beneficial
organization that you should be proud to be a member of.
There is a letter on the 2nd page of this newsletter that I sincerely want you to read and take to heart. If we don’t act
and I do mean act NOW plus the other bikers in this area besides the CBA, our Homestead will be gone. I know most
of you are now going from bar to bar to bar, but most of you get tired of that and we hope that you will eventually
end back up at the Homestead and enjoy the fellowship of other bikers. At the July meeting, we were talking about
how we use to just sit and talk with each other (with no bands or DJ’s) but we seemed to have lost that simplicity. It’s
a good thing just to sit and talk and most of all enjoy each other’s company.
Have you let your membership lapse or do you know of anyone that has let their membership lapse? We need you
or them back. There is no other organization that will fight for you on the state level to prevent or change laws that do
not benefit the biker community. Changing a law or implementing a new law takes time and the membership numbers
help to do that. As most of you know the government works very slow so it is to our benefit to go to Raleigh with a lot
of members on our roll if we want to influence the General Assembly. Buncombe County just recruited nearly 200 new
members at Hot Springs. Now I know that is a lot of new members and we don’t have a Hot Springs Rally to do that
kind of recruiting, but we could start off by getting those 100 back that we have lost over the last couple of years. Talk
to your friends and get them to join or rejoin Gaston CBA.
I wish you nothing but peace and love. May your ride always be enjoyable and safe. Respectfully, Jill

At our meeting on July 14th, we voted to ask each member to make a commitment
to support the Homestead. If only 125 of our members make a commitment of $5 per month we would be able to
continue calling the Gaston Homestead our home. We need you to hit reply to this message if you will make that
commitment. I can’t tell you how close we came to having our last meeting at the Homestead in August but the
members that were at that July meeting discussed and came up with this plan so hopefully we will not lose it. If you
don’t commit, it will close next month. This is not something you can say “let me think about it” because there is no
time left. You can pay your commitment all at once or monthly – we don’t care as long as you send your “homestead
tithe.” One of the reasons we were going to close is because the homestead owes our CBA approximately $1250.00. If
you will make that commitment – that $1250.00 will go away because Jason Taylor has offered to pay that money back
to the CBA.

This is a call for your support.

I hope you will take in consideration all the good times and wonderful memories that have been made at the Homestead. We’ve had weddings, birthday parties, family reunions and celebrations of life as well as our parties and runs.
Do you know of any place more suitable for our needs than the Homestead? So hit the reply button and make that
commitment.
Send your check (made out to Jill Stillwell) to Pete McGinnis, PO Box 22, Lowell NC 28098. Do not make the check
out to Gaston CBA because that will go into the CBA account. The Homestead account is strictly cash so that’s why we
are asking you to make the check out to one person and mail it to another. That way we have accountability for you.
A note from Jason:
Okay, I understand we have approximately 250 members. And we are $1200 behind in what we owe for the homestead.
I paid $250 towards the homestead Thursday night which should bring what we now owe to $950. If half of the membership (125 members) promise/pledge to pay $5 a month for a year (total $60) specifically for the homestead, I will pay
off the $950 currently owed. We have enough members who can and should support the Homestead regardless of what
other endeavors we are involved in. I think we should ask for the commitment within 30 days. Also it would be great to
see more than 125 members and it would be great to get as much paid immediately as we can, but my offer is based on
half the people committing to $5 a month.
If we don’t meet this goal, then the Homestead will close next month. I appreciate all of you and what you’ve
done to keep the Homestead open over the years. The Homestead is a place for all bikers not just the CBA. You don’t
even need to be a member of CBA to help save the Homestead. We would love for all the area organizations to help by
ending their runs at the Homestead. It would really help on the rent and utilities. Why give your money to a business
when you can help keep the Homestead open?
You can contact me at 704 922-5437 or at jillstillwell@bellsouth.net or Donna Barnett at 704 287-4309 or at
deb2334@yahoo.com
Take care and PLEASE let us hear from you today.
Jill Stillwell

Gaston County CBA Meeting Minutes / July 14, 2016
Meeting was held at the Gaston County Homestead with the Meeting being called to order by Jill Stillwell. Pete McGinnis led us with the opening prayer followed by Jill leading the Pledge of Allegiance.
President (Jill Stillwell) – Jill recognized new members and visitors and thanked Simonetti’s for providing the food
tonight. Volunteers and Coordinators are needed for the homestead, CBA events, and products.



Membership contest – Buncombe county CBA has contributed $500 for the contest. The contest will run from January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016. The member who recruits the most new members and can get members to
rejoin who have been lapsed for at least one year will win $250. For every 10 members that sign up, your name goes
into a drawing for another $250. There is a place on the membership applications for the recruiter to place their name.



State Raffle (shotgun) – Raffle tickets are available at the homestead for $5 each. Please contact an officer or concession volunteer if you would like to purchase any tickets.
Guest Speaker – Jason Taylor – The Law Offices of Jason E. Taylor
Add a rider to your insurance policy for any aftermarket parts that are added to your motorcycle that increase its
value. Otherwise you may not get a “true” settlement if the bike is wrecked.
You are entitled to “loss of use” even if you have other vehicles/bikes to use.
Have the value of your vehicle/bike done after a wreck due to possible diminished value. (Jason was asked about
property taxes when the vehicle/bike has a documented diminished value. One would need to check with their
local tax office to find out if the property value of said vehicle/bike could be changed for property tax purposes.)
Just because the insurance company wants you to use a specific repair shop (sometimes known as direct repair
shops or blue ribbon shops) doesn’t mean you have to use them. Do your research for the BEST qualified repair shop in your area.
Demand OEM parts so that rebuilt/refurbished parts aren’t used.
Legislation - Dale has resigned as the legislative coordinator. Please see Jill if you are interested in becoming the
Legislative Coordinator. This is the most important position within the CBA.
1st Vice-President & Western District Coordinator (Gabby Mintz) – Gabby was absent. Sponsors for the newsletter are available. Please contact an officer if you know someone or a business that is interested in being a sponsor.
Ads are also available for the State CBA/Abate newsletter.
CBA, Homestead and Other Area Events – (Donna)
7/23/2016 – Dixie Drifters RC benefit & dice run to support DanceAbilities Academy
7/30/2016 – CT Dice run, pig pickin’, and car/bike cruise-in and show
8/1/2016 – Events Committee and Officer’s Meeting @ 6:30 pm @ the Homestead
8/9/2016 – General Meeting @ 7 pm @ the Homestead (dinner ready about 6:15 pm for $5 person)
8/26/2016 – 8/27/2016 – Jace Man Run
(The homestead is open on Friday and Saturday’s at 6:30 pm IF we have volunteers so volunteers are always wanted.
Please contact Jill Stillwell or Donna Barnett if you would like to volunteer at the Homestead)
Please use common courtesy when tagging photos with the CBA and the Homestead. Please return borrowed koozies
to the homestead or drop some off if you have extras that can be donated. Thanks.
Newsletter – Anyone can submit articles of motorcycle interest for the newsletter. Just remember to site your source
and include a link if possible. Items for the August newsletter are due to Jill Stillwell by the 18th this month
(jillstillwell@bellsouth.net).
Secretary (Donna Barnett) – We have 251 members (221 renewals, 30 Life, and 22 juniors). Motion made and
passed to accept the June minutes as posted in the July newsletter. Please sign in each time you come to the homestead. Please remember to contact Donna if you have changes to your contact information (address, phone, or email)
(deb2334@yahoo.com). You can save the chapter up to $25/year by receiving the newsletter online. New member
packets are available – please see/contact Donna if you need one. Renewals are included in the weekly emails, the
monthly newsletter and are posted at the homestead. Memberships: single - $20, couple - $30
Treasurer (Pete McGinnis) – Pete read the treasurer’s report. Motion made and approved to accept the reports.
Please contact Pete if you have any questions about the reports.

Minutes Continued Master Sergeant at Arms (Jason Beck) – Jason was absent. Nominations are being accepted for two male sergeant at
arms. Please submit names to Jason, Jill, Gabby or Donna.
MSAP – Please contact Jeff Reif if you are interested in becoming the MSAP coordinator for Gaston County.
Products – Shirts are $15 each (There are both men’s and women’s shirts). Please see an officer if you are interested in
helping with products. “Watch for Motorcycles” Gaston County CBA decals are also available for $1.00 each.
Old Business –
New Business –
Changing the date/day of the general meetings. After discussion a motion was made and passed to change the
general meeting to the 2nd Tuesday of each month beginning with our general meeting in August.
Closing/saving the homestead. The homestead is struggling right now to stay opened. JJ asked what has
happened. There are now a lot of groups in our area. Griz asked if people were undermining the homestead.
There were no clear answers to his question. Jason Taylor said that if 125 of our 251 members would commit
to $5 a month to keep the homestead open that he would pay the approximate $1200 the homestead is current
ly past due. Jason will be notified at the August general meeting if the number of commitments has been reached.
Motion to Adjourn – Made and Passed
Pete McGinnis led us in closing prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Barnett, Secretary

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR GASTON COUNTY CBA,
GASTON COUNTY HOMESTEAD AND AREA EVENTS
CBA, Homestead and Other Area Events –
7/30– Carolina Thunder poker run and pig pickin’ to benefit Webb Street School (see flyer)
8/1—6:30: Gaston CBA Events Committee
8/1—7:30: Gaston CBA Officers Meeting
8/9– 7:00: CBA General Meeting (note new day for our meeting). Food $5 plate @ 6:15.
8/26 & 27– Jace Man Run, Cleveland County CBA & CCIB (see flyer)
8/27—10 am -Blue Ridge & HOG Poker Run (see Blue Ridge ad)
We are aware that there are many biker events in our area and that you can’t support
every
one of them. To do so would be financially impossible unless you have a never
ending
supply of money in the bank. But we do encourage you to support your CBA events and runs.
We cannot do anything on your behalf without your support.

Gaston County Homestead is open on Friday & Saturday Nights when we have someone
to work. We need workers for the Homestead, so please volunteers.
All area events are welcome on our online newsletter…please send to
jillstillwell@bellsouth.net. It has to be sent to Jill to be in the newsletter.
CBA/ABATE of NC LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR 2017










MAKE NO TEXTING LAW INTO “NO DISTRACTED DRIVING”
AND MAKE IT A CARELESS & RECKLESS VIOLATION IF
ACCIDENT CAUSING INJURY OCCURS.
MOTORCYCLE ACCESS TO PUBLIC FACILITIES
WORK WITH DEPT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION (DPI) ON
HAVING DRIVERS EDUCATION AS PART OF THE CORE
CURRICULUM
ANTI-PROFILING BILL (USING PA. BILL AS MODEL)
ANTI-DISCRIMINATION BILL
AMEND AUTOCYCLE LEGISLATION PASSED IN 2015
FREEDOM OF CHOICE REGARDING M/C HELMET USAGE

9205 East Independence Blvd., Matthews, NC 28105
704-847-4647 www.hdcharlotte.com

GASTON COUNTY CBA FREEDOM RUN - 6/10/16
INCOME:
Ride
$ 470.00
Raffle $ 281.00
50/50 $ 35.00
Total Income
$ 786.00
EXPENSES:
Best Hand
$ 75.00
Worst Hand
$ 25.00
Food
$209.92
50/50 Payout
$ 18.00
Total Expenses $327.92
Difference
$458.08
EVENT PROFIT: $366.46
20% to the State $ 91.62
Best hand, worst hand and 50/50 money was
donated back to the CBA. This will be reflected as
a donation on the financial report. Thanks to
those that donated their winnings back!

VICE PRESIDENT Hello Everybody! Hope all had a great 4th. It’s been so God awful hot…but it’s August, so it should be. Thinking about how much time
has already flown by…pretty soon it’s gonna be fall, which is my favorite time of the year… then here comes that dreadful winter…
I would like to thank all our renewed sponsors: Jason Taylor, Toler’s Hi Tech Plumbing, Potter’s House, Cox Harley Davidson, Harley
Davidson of Charlotte, Amity Finance, Simonetti’s Pizza, Happy Days and Route 55 Country Store & Grill. If I missed you I do apologize.
It wasn’t on purpose.
Upcoming Events: CBA State Banquet on November 5th in Greensboro. There will be a limited amount of tickets. BBQ, auction and
the annual awards will be given out then. More to come on this later.
Important Stuff: A few things we are working towards in the Legislative world… and yes we need someone to fill this position. If
you are interested in doing this please contact Jill.
Legislative End…After all that’s what we do!! There is a list in this newsletter so please read it and please help when we put it out that
we need you to contact your NC Representatives. There will also be times when we will ask you to contact your Federal Representatives, so please put that telephone, pen and paper or computer to work.
The next is a very touchy subject for many…whether it is that you’re guilty of it or have lost a loved one because of it or experienced a wreck due to it. Discussion about grass clipping in the roads. What can we do to get this stopped? Talk to your local law enforcement. No specific law about that, there are certain towns that have ordinances about it. The state law doesn’t have specification
on saying anything about grass clippings. Maybe we can get the bicyclist on this because it is a hazard for them also. This needs to be
addressed to change the law to read GRASS then there’s no discussion. I’ve been bombarded by this recently since I first posted it out
there in Facebook land. I have found that the DOT is the county are the worse ones doing this. I do hope some of my article was helpful and how many member’s actually read it????
I’m not gonna get on my soap box and preach about where is everyone and why you’re not coming to the any of the meetings or
the Homestead. I’ve preached, begged, etc., and I’ve done it for YEARS… still doesn’t get through to most of you. But please read Jill’s
message. It’s very important! Especially the concern of keeping or losing the Homestead. Hopefully you will remember something
about the good ole times there that you will commit to just $5.00 a month per member to keep the memory alive. We are running out
of time. That’s all I’m gonna say about it.
New dates for our general meeting: Meeting date has been changed to the 2nd Tuesday of each month starting in August. Hope to
see all those that said you can’t attend on Thursday nights due to this or that. Well here you go … NO EXCUSE!
I will like to remember a very good friend and fellow biker – Scott Pasour. His passing left me and all his friends speechless. You
never know when your life is going to end. Please keep his family in your prayers.
Do something good for someone. It can be just a small thing, you never know what’s going on in a person’s life. They might just
need a hug, a phone call, a ride to the store. How you gonna know they need anything if you don’t reach out to find out. Just saying!
Speaking from experience …3 months without transportation! Think about it. But I am on the road again……….
Ride Safe. Let those who ride decide.
Gabby, VP GCCBA & Western District Coordinator

Reprinted from http://blog.jpcycles.com
There are few things in life as humbling as not being able to take care of yourself. Not being able to do things as simple as getting
a plate from the kitchen cabinets will show you how lucky we are to get around and do all the little things that we take for granted.
Well thanks to a recent accident I have been humbled. I have ridden hundreds of thousands of miles on many bikes. I’ve been
down a few times, but was always able to get back up and keep on keepin on, even if I had a few broken bones and some road rash.
This time I wasn’t so luck, and ended up with both shoulders broken as well as a broken knee and torn ACL. The down side of this
wreck is that it was purely my fault. There wasn’t anyone to blame or be made at other than myself. I screwed up. I got too comfortable and it bit me in the ass. I rode my bike into a curve at a speed that the bike wasn’t designed to go. I had two motorcycles,
both of which were for the most part purpose built. One is my Dyna that is a blast to ride and will take most any curve I throw it in
and the other was a Roadglide that was all set up to tout the country. I gamble that the Roadglide could do what the Dyna could
and lost.
I was fortunate that I was wearing a full face DOT helmet or I wouldn’t be writing this, as I hit my head pretty hard. I also was
wearing my TCX boots that kept me from any ankle damage. What I wasn’t wearing were gloves and a jacket or at least a Kevlar
lined shirt or hoodie. I got lucky and my hands were barely touched, but I did get road rash that would have been completely prevented aby wearing my flannel that was in the tour pack. Again, I got too comfortable. I had the gear I needed but neglected to
take the time to put it on. Why????? Because it was a short ride and I’ve done it a hundred times. I’ll be fine. I wasn’t fine. I don’t
know if any hear outside of a full racing suit would have saved my knee and shoulders, but I wish that I would have at least worn
what I had with me.
I have been humbled. I have had to ask others to literally do everything for me. I couldn’t drive for five weeks. I have been
pretty independent since getting my license at sixteen years old, so depending on others was hard. It was one thing to ask for a ride,
but when you must have an old friend bathe you, you are humbled.
Will I ride again you may ask. I already have. Seven weeks to the day I got on my Dyna and rode to a swap meet on the other
side of town. It hurt in several places, but I am reminded to not get to comfortable again. I will still ride on a near daily basis, but
now it will all be on one bike. I lost lots of money, time out of my life, as well as brought on paid that I will deal with forever, and it
was all my fault.
The point to me telling this story is to hopefully prevent others from making the same mistake. We all get comfortable. I got too
comfortable. We all probably have the4 basic riding gear, we just need to take the time and wear it.
We can’t predict or prevent the actions of others,
but we can our own. Ride safe, ride protected, and
ride sober. The life you save could be your own.
See you on the road. Pauly

The world is hard. Be strong.
Love is for only a few. Don’t expect it.
Life isn’t fair. But some people are. Be one of them.
Laugh when you can. The opportunities are few.
- Krueger

Renewals for December 2015 - August 2016
IS YOUR NAME ON THIS LIST? IF SO WE NEED YOU TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN GASTON CBA. YOU ARE NEEDED!
December 2015
Frank LeBeau
Ginny Gaydon
Billy & Geraldine Orrell
Jimmy Rushing
Lynn Howson
Tammy Faucette
David Laws
Keri Hunt
Blair & Lisa Sutton
Wendy Johnson
Sherry McKinnish
January 2016
Dayna Wilson-Burris
Keith Costner
Rick Jenkins
Danny & Vickie Plemmons
Rob Robinson
Miles Hamrick, Sr.
February 2016
Jon Pendleton
Haylie Black
Tim Poarch
Holden Russell
Mike & Paula Cole

February 2016 Continued
Charlie & Pashia Evans
John C. Revels
Mike & Karen Slininger
March 2016
Michelle Lineberger-Hall
Christy Long
D. Shane Burris
Lisa Burris
Christopher James Clark
Amber Berry
April 2016
Shawn Owens
Adam & Sandra Rose
Jeff Richards
David & Lisa Coblentz
David Penley
Ernest McJunkins, Jr
Chris & Wanda Baucom
Melissa Holder
May 2016
Chris Shope
Mike Oder
Bryan & Kierstin Jenkins

May 2016 Continued Sidney Kirsey
Tonya Howell
Randall James
Mark & Kathy Moses
Barry & Lori Scruggs
June 2016
Kader Ramsey III
Katrina Graham
Buddy Hawkins
James "Gene" Clark
Tara Moses
July 2016
Sloane Richard
Al Brower
Lisa Gibson
Jacqueline Keller Deaton
Bryan & Karen Patterson
John Allen Crawford
Steve & Gina Goff
August 2016:
Allen & Julie Head
Walter Kimble
Mario Accardo
Jackie Matthews
Jerry McCoig

Membership can be renewed by PayPal using our website: www.gastoncountycba.com or by mailing it to Gaston County CBA,
PO Box 22, Lowell NC 28098, at any event where the CBA is set up or in person at the Gaston County Homestead.

Homestead Treasurer’s Report
May 2016

Gaston CBA Treasurer’s Report
May 2016

Beginning Balance:
( - $ 811.54)
Income:
$ 674.00 Concession stand donations
$ 100.00 Power (Gerald next door)

Beginning Balance :
$ 645.93
Income:
$
30.00 Raffle
$ 150.00 Newsletter Sponsor
$ 270.00 New & Renewals
Total Income: $ 450.00
Expenses:
$
80.00 Advertising
$
8.00 Bank Fees
$ 131.89 Newsletter
$ 209.92 Supplies: Event
$ 178.04 Trash

Total Income: $ 774.00
Expenses:
$
329.00 Concession Supplies
$
361.00 Power Bill
$
500.00 Rent
Total Expenses: $1,190.

Total Expenses: $ 607.85
Ending Balance (2/29/2016) -

$ 488.08

Respectfully submitted by: Pete McGinnis
If you have any questions, please contact Pete at the
information listed below.

Ending Balance – 5/31/2016 - (- $1,227.54)
As you can see again this month we are in the red at
the Homestead. We sincerely hope you help by making a commitment to the Homestead. See the letter in
this newsletter. We are determined to pull the Homestead out of the red and make it pay for itself again

2016 GASTON CBA OFFICERS
If you have any questions, suggestions or complaints concerning YOUR Chapter, please contact your officers.

PRESIDENT & NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
Jill Stillwell
704 922-5437 / 704 913-7281
jillstillwell@bellsouth.net

Your picture needed right here
as our Legislative Director.

VICE PRESIDENT &
SPONSOR CHAIRPERSON
Gabby Mintz
704 868-4688
ncharleygurl@yahoo.com

MASTER SERGENT AT ARMS:
Jason Beck
704 472-8674
iamjbeck@yahoo.com

SECRETARY:
Donna Barnett
704 287-4309
deb2334@yahoo.com

TREASURER:
Pete McGinnis
704 616-7152
mcginnis.pete@gmail.com

SERGEANT AT ARMS
John Crawford
NEED MSAP
COORINATOR
RIGHT HERE.
Call Jeff Reif @ 704 506-8779
if you are interested.

Crystal Moore

