Presidenttds Message

First of all I want to thank all our members and friends that came out to support our 10 ™ Annual Polar Bear Run. It was
a beautiful day and we had a pretty good turnout. Even after 10 years, we find things we need to improve or change. |
think we have finally realized that a winter run needs to end earlier (because it gets dark and cold quicker). So next year
we have decided that all bi kes need to be in by 3 and e
do cold weather much anymore.

The money from this run will be used to help continue our work in protecting your rights as bikers. It is especially im-
portant in this election year when we are planning to be very active in getting our message and legislative agenda out to
the candidates. We want you to be an informed voter in your decision as to who gets your vote, so please do your home-
work and do not rely on ads or hearsay. And to help you do your homework, we are planning an Open House for the

ver

Candidates at the Homestead on February 27" from1-4 pm (see flyer) . You wil|l prabat
ok if you cross party l|lines, if the other party has thd& be
right? Check the facts on each candidate. Are they biker friendly? If not, they are NOT going to help us achieve our

agenda for 2016 or in the years to come. ltds easier tjo g
our friend. Remember todayds county commissioner coul d be

make sure they are on our side before they ascend the political road. Be an informed voter.

Our state meeting in January had a very positive atmosphere. Our new President James Buckner has some good ideas
and wants us to be the best we can be. Thanks to our officers that attended the meeting & Gabby, Pete, Donna, Dale, Jeff
and Jason. | think we all came away with a renewed sense of positive energy in getting things done in our own chapter.
And | hope this positive energy will trickle down to our members.

The other day someone told me something that really hurt my heart (so to speak). | was told that there are CBA

members that are acting |ike 0Sons of Anarchyd wannabee
tions have this probl em. We represent an organi zation
public with pride and not show di srespect with it on |
acting |li ke your mother because | dm not (even though 120

officer of this organization who wants us to put our best foot forward when we have our patch on. Be respectful, be cour-
teous, be kind and mostofal 6d ondt show your butt with that patch on.
bent on bei ng @&leavgyaur\estin yoorisaddlebal.

Had another friend say that personalities conflict at
really try to leave that at home when we attend a meeting or event. We are all here for one purpose and only one pur-
pose & preserving motorcyclist rights and freedoms and to encourage other bikers to do the same.

We still need volunteers to help us with Events & Products. These are not hard jobs, but they are very important ones.
There is also a real need for a Homestead manager and a Homestead Events Chairperson. If you are interested in one of
these jobs, please get in touch with Gabby, Donna or my
candét get members to volunteer to help our CBA. This i
a long time to get anything done in our General Assembly and in Congress but anything worthwhile is worth the time
and effort we put in. And that just reminded me. Do you belong to the Motorcycle Riders Foundation? They do what the

CBA does on the State | evel but they do all their work
|l evel then it doesndét matter what we do on the state | e
Interested in joining (and we suggest you do), go to www.mrf.org and join.

I f you are a | apsed member and receiving this newslet

CBA is still alive in Gaston County and we want and need your help. We are here for you the bikers of NC and we hope
you will support us.

Hopetoseetoseey ou at the Valentineds Party and -adrkersand frisDgséon
attend both events. If they are as concerned about this country as | am - then we should have a big attendance on the
very special day when we Omeet the candidates. 0 Do you
and put it up at work, in bars & grills and in stores you frequent. We hope to make this one the best ever.

Have a good and safe month. And when you go riding, please be careful. Watch out for the people that
dondt see or dondt | ike us on our bikes. There ingt
this issue, so check it out.
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Well, hello everyone. | think winter has finally arrived ,!! Brrrrrr...... | guess with age comes those freezing moment's
and of course those god awful HOT flashes! (Women only!) Hey, do MEN have hot flashes? Never happy, but as a
seasoned citizen (notice | didn't say- senior), | personally have earned the right to grumble... In aging that's something
you can look forward to among a lot of other things.

Things change.. You can either go with the flow or just remain the same. Some don't like change, so getting to my
point.. I've been with the CBA for 5 yrs. I've seen members come and go. Heard various reasons-mostly drama, drama,
drama. The only way to get over drama is stay at home and never leave your house. But, | bet all of you have some sort of
drama in your own home. If drama was to knock on your own door, you have the option to choose to open it, or not go to
the door! Personally, I'm not answering the door. So, there you have it. Refuse to participate! We all have issues, and we
all have different personalities. And yes some clash. You don't have to sleep in the same house with this person, or people,
but you can be cordial. Most Biker's are the friendliest, giving and caring people you could ever meet. We all have a love
of bikes. | like to ride and hate the government telling us what we can do and can't do. And for that reason, | will
continue to be a member of the CBA.

Yeah we didn't get the helmet | aw passed. Ok, but ther
coauto cycledé bill, funding for Safety Education & Awar e
name a few. We need each and everymember to renew to help change things. Did you know that your tax dollars are

spent on parking decks and there's a State Park called

torcycle? Some restaurants don't allow you to enter because of how you are dressed. Now, there's not much we can do if
the place of business is privately owned except not to spend your dollar's there. It's called discrimination. There's so much
we can do, but sitting at home not getting involved, no
what's going on around you when you sit at home and don
Open House and meet some of the candidates. If they are not motorcycle friendly we don't want them in office. CBA as a
whole can not endorse any candidate. But you as an individual can. While at the State meeting, | learned of an app you
can put in your cell phone *VOTE SPOTTER * and go online to VOTE SMART.ORG. put in your zip code to track legisla-
tive representatives. These apps would be helpful since we are a political organization.

Recently, | heard that | wasn't very well liked, as an officer of the CBA. Naturally, | asked why. A good friend said it' s
because youdre a woman in a man's worl d. Hmm made sens
in the auto parts industry, working as a inventory clerk and then to a parts clerk (Oh, and back then there was no comput-
ers- just books) before  having my own parts route and then managing a repair shop. | know how hard it was to be ac-
cepted and | ater to be appreciated and the quote "A man
to me. Now back to the old, I'm too old to care whether you like me or not. But I'm gonna continue doing what | love! So,
why not join together and help fight all the unjust that motorcycle riders endure. Get involved!

| do hope you will come to our meetings, an event or volunteer to help because we really need you now . Do you re-
member why you joined? Yes things have changed since 20072008 til now. I'm sure some are just like me, old age is
catching up with you, and you can't do all that you did in the beginning. Once a month to come to a CBA event or the
Homestead isndt a | ot. I't will give you a chance to sk
friend or a new one. You might find that you truly miss it.

Something to ponder. .We are not promised tomorrow. Time's a ticking, don't let it slip away.

Volunteers are always welcomed and appreciated. The CBA is not going anywhere. The state meeting was awesome. |
truly enjoyed it and I'm looking forward to a great year. Check out the new and improved website www.cba -abatenc.org
and the state Facebook page (CBA/Abate of NC). Crystal Buckner has done a fabulous job. The state newsletter will be
printed and coming out soon. If you'd like to advertise get in touch with one of us.

Our Valentines Party is Feb.13th. Iron Bottom, catchy name featuring Wayne McCoig of Rock Bottom band and Steve
Greene from Iron Horse band will be rocking. So grab your sweetie, and YES singles are welcome to attend, bring a friend.
Bring a shack food to share with other and come on down.

I am looking forward also to our 9th annual Old time
Swap Meet on April 16th. Prices are still the same, only
$10.00 /a 10x10 space to sell your goods. Get in touch with
me if you'd like to reserve your spot.

Hope ou all have a Ha S
pe vy PPRY 6432 Wilkinson Blivd.  1%=" "~ Phone: (704) 825-5555
) Belmont, NC 28012 @%ﬁ Fax: (704) 825-5528
Ride safe! %" e-mail: chefg1@bellsouth.net

Gabby, VP& CBA Events Coordinator
Western District Coordinator
Sponsor Chairperson
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MARK MOSES

Owner & General Manager

Mark@IndianMotorcycleCharlotte.com
www.IndianMotorcycleCharlotte.com

T (704) 879-4560 F (704) 879-4565
I-85 at Exit 22, 110 Indian Walk Lowell, NC 28098

Country Store
and Grill
222-4800
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THE WORLD'S FIRST & FINEST
INDIAN MOTORCYCLE DEALER™
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If you have a printer, print the Legislative Open House flyer
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have a FULL HOUSE this year!
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421 Cox Road
Gastonia, NC 28054
704-864-0688

Live Music

Every Saturday
8 pm




