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President’s Message—It’s a rainy day and most of this day, I have been thinking a lot about the positive things the Gaston CBA has done
over the years, but right at the moment I begin to write this column, I feel really disappointed in the participation we have now. We have accomplished so much to just let this chapter go downhill. I’ve always been told not to ever say or write anything negative about this organization but I
can’t help it this time. Of course all of us hear the comment “I don’t like the drama.” Well people – drama is in every club or organization that you
belong to or at least I’ve experienced that. Drama probably makes the world go around because it would be a very dull world if we didn’t have a
little drama or a little gossip in our lives. I do want to encourage you to start being active again. We can come together and there doesn’t have to
be any major negativity if we really work at it. The most important thing you will have to do is just not pay any attention to it and also remember that
a lot of drama is caused because of the “bottle.” Be honest—it really does and we all know it. Just remember that all motorcyclists are our brothers
and sisters who enjoy riding. You joined the CBA to fight for good and beneficial rights as motorcyclists and we certainly have a lot to do in the
coming years in our General Assembly. It doesn’t matter if you live in North Carolina or South Carolina, there will be something presented for or
against us in our respected General Assemblies. Also this is an election year and we want to be sure we support candidates that have our back (so
to speak). The CBA cannot endorse a candidate but you as an individual can endorse candidates that you feel can and will be our friend in the
General Assembly and Congress. Let other members and bikers know what you have learned about a candidate (good or bad). The main thing is
that we vote in the primaries and the general election. The NC Primary is on March 15 th (Tuesday) and the SC Primary is on February 20th
(Saturday). If you are not registered, check out the article that Donna complied (this issue) on where to register. If we could get all motorcyclist in
NC and SC to join CBA/ABATE, we would have one really loud voice! Right? . And the state has made it even easier to join the CBA to help
continue our work for motorcyclist. They have lowered the membership fee to $20 for a single and $30 for a couple (two people living at the same
address). BUT WAIT! Gaston is having a special membership drive the day of our Polar Bear Run (January 2 nd). The membership fee for new and
lapsed members (Gaston only) will only be $10 for a single and $20 for a couple. This offer is only good the day of the run. Also if you are a
member and want to participate in the 2016 contest of getting the most new and lapsed members (over 1 year) to join or rejoin the CBA – you
could win up to $500.00 and the Polar Bear Run would be a good time to start. Just be sure your name is on the application as the recruiter.
Let’s go back to the drama in the CBA or at the Homestead. There are members and officers of our chapter that have received more than their
share of negative remarks even to the point of being cussed out several times (me included). But they still stay and work their butts off because
they believe in what we are doing and what we are trying to accomplish. So if a member can take all that and still be very active, then can’t you at
least attend our meetings and events? But the fact is we need you to get more active. We need workers and active members. We need your
suggestions and ideas on how to make Gaston a very productive and responsible chapter in the CBA/ABATE organization again. I know there are
a lot of other clubs and organizations pulling at your shirt tail, but remember you have the privilege of riding because of the work of CBA/ABATE. I
don’t know if you are aware of it or not but some of the Charlotte Chapter members are responsible for getting bikers from across the country to
come together and form what is now the MRT & CBA/ABATE. The US Congress was going to ban motorcycles from riding on the new interstate
system (back in the day) and that group prevented it. A great big salute to those bikers on preventing such an injustice and working so hard to form
the CBA/ABATE across the country. Sometimes we don’t think what goes on across the country affects us, but it does or it will eventually.
We will be starting something new in 2016. Our financial reports will be included. This month the financial report for November will appear. We will
always be two months behind in the newsletter because the financial report is not done until the end of the month and our date for having reports
and information for the newsletter is on the 20th of the month (so we can try to get the newsletter to you by the 1st of each month). But if you want a
current report – then Pete will gladly send you one.
It’s good to be with you again although I know some of you are saying “same old officers.” But let’s be realistic, if you want new – they have to
participate. Officers have to attend the local chapter officer’s and general meetings plus go to the state meeting every 3 months for 2 days, support
our rides and events and be willing to do the jobs that need to be done or nobody else wants to do. So if you are not willing to do all that, how
about just attending the general meetings on the 2nd Thursday of the month (January 14th this month)? Hope to see you at the Homestead. You are
needed!
Wishing you a very HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Special note: Thanks to our 2015 Officers for their hard work and dedication to our chapter. Looking for their support and help in 2016!

Hello Everyone. Hope you enjoyed the holidays and got plenty of gifts but knowing my biker brother and sisters, you gave
a lot more than you got.
As, we welcome the new year, it brings us a new chapter president—Jill Stillwell, and a new state president—James
Buckner. Jill is no stranger to our chapter as an officer, so I look forward to working with her again. We may not always
agree, but I do know her heart and she truly cares about the CBA Organization and wants us to take it back to the roots of
what we should be doing, "protecting the rights of ALL motorcycle riders. I feel James wants to do the same on the state
level. So, if you've not renewed, now is the time to do it because we have new rates in effect that makes it financially easier to afford. And from what I hear there is going to be a very special rate at the Polar Bear Run on January 2nd. But let’s
get serious now. Getting involved is the only way to benefit from joining. Attending the monthly meetings, volunteering to
work events and Homestead. There's so many other ways to help out, and have some fun doing it. We need you all!! So
why not get involved? It’s easy to sit back and throw rocks especially when you are not volunteering to help. Just volunteer and see what a difference it makes in our chapter and your attitude toward those that maybe you or someone you
knew threw rocks at before.
My phone is always available to call me for any reason . I've not been around much this last year due to being sick a lot
and having some personal issues. Hoping to put 2015 behind and look forward to 2016. We have some new officer's, Jason Beck is our Master Sergeant at Arms and Baby Boy (Chris Dixon) is a Sergeant of Arms. Which I think both will do a
excellent job for us.
Don't forget The Polar Bear Run Jan.2 (known as the COLDER than a polar bears butte run.) But if the weather is like it is
on the day I’m writing this column—it should be fantastic weather to ride! It starts out at Ray's Smokehouse, but come
hungry because he serves up a great breakfast at a very reasonable price.
Please read the updated news from Motorcycle Riders Foundation on the Highway bill in this issue.
As, always ride safe for all if you that continue to ride thru the Winter months. It's been unusually warm and I'm sure yall
have been taking advantage of this crazy weather. But...I bet we're going to pay for it later on. Me, my ole body can't take
the cold so mine is going to be parked for a while .Me, (brrr) think I'm gonna be waiting on spring.. Yeah call me a fair
weather rider....I've been called worse!
Wishing all a very Happy and safe New Year!! Look Twice Safe A Life, Motorcycles Are Everywhere!
Gabby, Vice President & Sponsor Chairperson, Western District Coordinator

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR GASTON COUNTY CBA,
GASTON COUNTY HOMESTEAD AND AREA EVENTS
12/31/15— 8 pm: CBA NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY at the Homestead
Please bring a snack or finger Food to share.
1/1 — 6:30 pm: Meeting of all workers for the Polar Bear Run
1/2— 11 am: 10th ANNUAL POLAR BEAR RUN. Run starts @ Ray’s Smokehouse
1/4 6:30 pm: CBA Events meeting. Wrap up on the Polar Bear Run & begin
work on our April Swap Meet
7:30 pm: Officers meeting (meeting is open to anyone that wants to attend).
1/9 & 10—State Committee Meetings and Executive Council Meeting
Location: American Legion Post 53 - Hut behind building
729 Creek Ridge Rd, Greensboro, NC
Hotel: Red Roof Inn - Rate - 63.36 (tax included)
2101 W. Meadowview Rd., Greensboro (336) 852-6560
Ask for CBA block of rooms
1/14— 7 pm: CBA GENERAL MEETING at the Gaston County Homestead

Gaston County Homestead is open on
Friday & Saturday Nights
Biker Church @ Carolina Thunder on Sundays @ 11am.
All area events welcome on our online newsletter…
please send to jillstillwell@bellsouth.net

And in the end, It’s not the
years in your life that count, It’s
the life in your years.
- Abraham Lincoln
(1809-1865)

We are in very desperate need of the following volunteers for our Chapter:
CBA EVENTS CHAIRPERSON: Responsible for CBA Events: Polar Bear Run, Swap Meet, Fund Run, Christmas Party & any other
event we have at the Homestead.
HOMESTEAD EVENTS CHAIR: Responsible for entertainment at the Homestead.
PRODUCTS CHAIRPERSON: Responsible for inventory and making sure products get to any event we set up at plus select any
new products to the Officers that may be of interest to our members.
HOMESTEAD CHAIRPERSON: Responsible for overseeing the Homestead and maintaining cleaning, supplies and list of volunteers
workers when Homestead is open on Friday & Saturday.

Our Secretary (Donna) has combined information as to how and where you register to vote in Gaston and surrounding counties including South
Carolina. So please use this information if you have not registered to vote. If you don’t vote—don’t complain!
VOTER REGISTRATION INFORMATION
NORTH CAROLINA
Link to the voter registration page:
https://www.ncsbe.gov/ncsbe/registering-to-vote
Link to the voter registration form: https://www.ncsbe.gov/ncsbe/Portals/0/FilesP/NCVRRegFormv102013eng.pdf
Voter registration applications are available at the following locations:
NC State Board of Elections
County Board of Elections
Public Libraries
Public High Schools or College Admission Offices
Further, the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (NVRA) requires certain agencies in this state to offer voter registration services when at these locations for agency services. These agencies include are:
North Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles (NC DMV)
Public Assistance Agencies
Departments of Social Services (DSS)
Departments of Services for the Blind
Departments of Public Health (WIC)
Departments of Services for the Deaf & Hard of Hearing
Disability Services Agencies
Departments of Mental Health Services
Vocational Rehabilitation offices
Employment Security Commission (ESC)
NC LOCAL BOARD OF ELECTIONS OFFICES
CLEVELAND COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
Office Hours: M-F (8:00-5:00)
LOCKER LIST: Money
Physical Address: 215 PATTON DR., SHELBY, NC 28150
($10) is due NOW for 2016
Mailing Address: P O BOX 1299, SHELBY, NC 28151
Phone: 704-484-4858, 704-484-4958 (fax)
Lockers:
Email: CLEVELAND.boe@ncsbe.gov
Ron Ball
GASTON COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
Donna Barnett
Office Hours: M-F (8:30-5:00)
Shane Burris
Physical Address: 410 W. FRANKLIN BLVD., STE. 50, GASTONIA, NC 28052
Mailing Address: P O BOX 1396, GASTONIA, NC 28053
CBA Treasurer
Phone: 704-852-6005, 704-852-6011 (fax)
John Crawford
Email: gaston.boe@ncsbe.gov
Julie Head
LINCOLN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
Homestead
Office Hours: M-F (8:00-5:00)
Lee Lewis & Michael Brown
Physical Address: 115 W MAIN ST, ROOM 201, LINCOLNTON, NC 28092
Mischia Lynn
Mailing Address: 115 W. MAIN ST ROOM 201, LINCOLNTON, NC 28092
Ruthie M
Phone: 704-736-8480, 704-736-8804 (fax)
Email: LINCOLN.boe@ncsbe.gov
Peewee
MECKLENBURG COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
Shaggy & Karen S.
Office Hours: M-F (8:00-5:00)
Sugarfoot
Physical Address: 741 KENILWORTH AVE STE 202, CHARLOTTE, NC 28204
Jeff Reif
Mailing Address: PO BOX 31788, CHARLOTTE, NC 28231
T-Mac & Bingo
Phone: 704-336-2133, 704-343-0537 (fax)
Email: MECKLENBURG.boe@ncsbe.gov
Other North Carolina Counties can be looked up using this link: http://enr.ncsbe.gov/cbesearch/
SOUTH CAROLINA
Link to the voter registration page: http://www.scvotes.org/south_carolina_voter_registration_information
Link to the voter registration form: http://www.scvotes.org/files/VR_Blank_Form.pdf
Link to the online voter registration: https://info.scvotes.sc.gov/eng/ovr/start.aspx
SC LOCAL BOARD OF ELECTIONS OFFICES
YORK COUNTY BOARD OF VOTER REGISTRATION & ELECTIONS
Address: E. C. Black Building, 13 South Congress Street, York SC 29745
Phone: Office (803) 684-1242, Fax (803) 684-7801
Email: elections@yorkcountygov.com
CHEROKEE COUNTY BOARD OF VOTER REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS
Address: 110 Railroad Avenue, Gaffney, SC 29340
Phone: (864) 487-2563, Fax: (864) 902-1127
Other South Carolina Counties can be looked up using this link:
Email: catie.allison@cherokeecountysc.com
http://www.scvotes.org/how_to_register_absentee_voting

ATTENTION!
We are having a
one day sign up
for new & lapsed
members on Jan
2nd , the day of
the Polar Bear
Run. This offer
will be available
only on that day.
New members &
lapsed members
can sign up for
only $10!
Now where can
you get membership in the BEST
organization that
fights for the
rights of bikers
plus get $3500.00
of accidental
insurance for only
$10!

LEGISLATION Let the games begin! Yes, it is Election time in North Carolina. A time when the entire country loses most of Its sensibility.
When neighbors turn on friends who turn on family. Seriously, the last four Presidential elections have caused so much turmoil in
this country that many are completely turned off by the entire process. So as I encourage everyone to vote; I also encourage everyone to act civilly and humanely to others.
Here are some important dates to remember for this election year.
January 15, 17 year olds who will be 18 before the general election on November 8 th can register.
February 19 (5pm), Last day to register to vote or make party affiliation changes for the Primary.
March 3rd, One Stop Early Voting begins.
March 15th, Primary Elections.
October 14th, Last day to register to vote or make party affiliation changes for the General Election.
November 5th, One Stop Early Voting begins.
November 8th, General Election.
As of this writing the list of candidates is not official. Watch your email and the February newsletter for a complete list of local,
state and Federal candidates.
CBA LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR 2016/2017
1. MOTORCYCLE ACCESS TO PUBLIC FACILITIES
2. AMEND AUTOCYCLE LEGISLATION PASSED IN 2015
3 WORK WITH DEPT. OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION (DPI) ON HAVING DRIVERS EDUCATION AS PART OF THE CORE CURRICULUM
4. ANTI-PROFILING BILL
5. ANTI-DISCRIMINATION BILL
Here is the CBA legislative agenda for this year. As you can see the helmet bill is not a priority. IN MY OPINION, this is a correct move. There is not enough support in Raleigh to get this bill out of committee. The governor has stated (through his staff)
that he would veto any helmet modification bill. So it makes no sense to ask our local House and Senate friends to fight a battle
they already know they can’t win!
"Congress is so strange; a man gets up to speak and says nothing, nobody listens, and then everybody disagrees.”
James D Carroll
Gaston CBA Legislative Rep. 2016

- Will Rogers

Gaston CBA expresses it’s sympathy to the Family of DJ Perry. Perry died on Christmas Eve. He was
the Homestead DJ on numerous special occasions. His personality and ability to make us laugh and
sing along with him was very special. He truly loved to entertain.

OUR SPONSORS: When you visit one of our sponsors—
please be sure to say that you are a member of Gaston
CBA and that you appreciate their sponsorship of our
chapter. We have cards at the that you can carry and
give out when you visit our sponsors. Just ask for a few
cards the next time you are at the Homestead.

NEW STATE WEBSITE
Please check out the new state website at www.cba-abatenc.org Crystal Buckner has done
an outstanding job of updating and adding to our website making it easier to use and more
informative for us.
While you are checking out the website, be sure to read the 2015 4 th quarter Newsletter.
There is a letter to the editor that I think you will find very interesting and sincere from the
writer Dave “Biker Dave” Blum.

Also in this issue of the newsletter, the 2016 Membership Contest
sponsored by Buncombe County CBA is announced.
Membership Contest—Win $250 or even $500!!!
Buncombe County Chapter is donating $500 for two recruitment prizes.
The person who recruits the most new members in 2016 wins $250!
Another $250 prize goes to the winner of a drawing. To be entered in the drawing, you must
recruit 10 new members. Then you get another chance for every 10 recruited.
Rules:
 The contest will begin January 1, 2016 and end December 31, 2016.
 Recruitment will be tracked by the state membership director.
 The contestant's name must be written on the "Recruited by:" line of the application before membership services receives it. If you forget, she will not fill it in for you.
 Free memberships do not count. Renewals do not count. Members must be new or lapsed
for at least a year.
The drawing will take place and the winners will be announced at the January 2017 state meeting.
The winner need not be present to win.
In the event of a tie, the winners will split the $250 prize money.
Your new CBA STATE OFFICERS are: President – James Buckner, V.P. – Charles Holcombe, Secretary – Gwen Nichols, Treasurer –
Darlene Kimsey, Legislator Director– Charlie Boone, Information Director – Crystal Buckner, Membership Services – Jill Stillwell,
Eastern District Coordinator – Bill Ruby, Central District Coordinator. – Robert Causey, Western District Coordinator – Gabby
Mintz, SEA Director. – Jeff Reif.
If you need to contact any of the above officers, their phone numbers & email addresses are on the website
or contact Jill Stillwell for the information that you need.

Gaston CBA Treasurer's Report
November 2015
Beginning Balance: $1,276.20
Income:
$ 485.00 New & Renewals Membership
$ 30.00 Newsletter Food Sponsor
$ 450.00 Newsletter Sponsor
$ 6.00 Products
Total Income: $ 971.00
Expenses:
$ 2,139.98 Advertising
$ 9.80 Membership Expense
$ 44.00 Fees & Charges
$ 100.00 Donation Toy Run
$ 152.21 Newsletter
$$Total Expenses: $ 2,445.99
Ending Balance: $ (198.79)

Homestead Treasurer's Report
November 2015
Beginning Balance: $863.00
Income:
$ 1,437.00 Concession Stand Donations
$ 300.00 Donation
$ 80.00 Power
Total Income: $ 1,817.00
Expenses:
$ 1,184.00 Concession Stand Supplies
$ 150.00 Entertainment
$ 22.00 Supplies
$ 219.00 Power Bill
$ 700.00 Rent
Total Expenses: $ 2,275.00
Ending Balance: $ 405.00

On Black Friday, November 27, 2 charges were made on the CBA Debit Card. One charge was for $2138.98, another for $1410.00.
The $2138.98 went thru and was processed, the bank called me about the $1410.00 charge, which I denied making, they questioned me about the $2136.98 which I also denied making or authorized. However, this threw us into an overdraft situation, I signed
all the papers to dispute the charge and the bank refunded the $2138.98 back into our account. The debit card was destroyed and
replaced; I can now turn the card on / off when it needs to be used. The fees and service charges will be restored when the bank
clears us of the charge. They assured me our money is safe with them. Feel free to contact me if you have questions or concerns.
Pete McGinnis, Gaston CBA Treasurer, 704 616-7152 / mcginnis.pete@gmail.com

2016 GASTON CBA OFFICERS
If you have any questions, suggestions or complaints concerning YOUR Chapter in the CBA Organization—
Please feel free to call or email your officers.
PRESIDENT & NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
Jill Stillwell
704 922-5437 / 704 913-7281
jillstillwell@bellsouth.net

LEGISLATION:
Dale Carroll
704 689-7436
dale8489@att.net

VICE PRESIDENT &
SPONSOR CHAIRPERSON
Gabby Mintz
704 868-4688
ncharleygurl@yahoo.com
SECRETARY:
Donna Barnett
704 287-4309
deb2334@yahoo.com

TREASURER:
Pete McGinnis
704 616-7152
mcginnis.pete@gmail.com

MASTER SGT AT ARMS:
Jason Beck
704 472-8674
iamjbeck@yahoo.com
SERGEANTS AT ARMS:
John Crawford

Chris (Baby Boy) Dixon Barry “Bulldawg” Scruggs

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
RIDE SAFE!

CBA/ABATE NC of GASTON COUNTY
PO Box 22
Lowell, NC 28098
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