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     I would like to thank everyone who attended the state 

meeting the weekend of January 10th and 11th.  Gaston CBA 

was well represented from state officers’ to our chapter   

officer’s and a member (myself, Jill Stillwell, Jeff Reif, Bill 

Starnes, Gabby Mintz, Mike Dixon, Donna Barnett, Pete 

McGinnis, Chappy Pitts, Robert Ham and Kat Oglesby).  A 

lot of information was presented at the meeting and a great 

deal of information will be shared with all of you at the next meeting and 

throughout the year.   

     There are quite a few legislative items on the CBA’s agenda for this 

legislative   session in the state and I am sure Chappy will share that infor-

mation with you at the next meeting.  Remember we are a Legislative 

Group fighting for Bikers’ Rights.  Chapters across the state will be     

sharing information about various events through   Facebook, as many of 

them have Facebook pages like we do (Gaston County Concerned Biker 

Association).  We want to support each other both legislatively and        

socially.   

     Please keep up with the latest information and happenings through the 

newsletter, Facebook, and email.  Be informed of all upcoming events. We 

have a fabulous Valentines celebration coming up on the 14th (of course... 

lol) with DJ Kevin Brown with photo opts and other fantastic things at the 

Homestead, you have to come see what is happening!!  

     If you aren’t receiving emails please give an officer your email address 

so that you can be added to the weekly email list.  I would also like to 

challenge everyone to get at least one new member or lapsed member to 

sign up.  Memberships are one way that chapters support the state along 

with events.   

     Everyone, please, be safe while getting your wind therapy this year.  

Keep the shiny side up! And Thanks again!   

Allen Head 
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Gaston County CBA  

Meeting Minutes 

January 8, 2015 

   Meeting was held at the Gaston County CBA Lodge with Allen Head calling the meeting 

to order with the Opening Prayer led by Kevin “Chappy” Pitts and the Pledge of Allegiance 

led by Allen.   

President – Allen thanked Robert Ham and Mike Dixon for providing the meal tonight.  

Allen acknowledged new members and visitors.  Allen discussed Guidelines for all meet-

ings: 

 Everyone is welcome 

 Non-officers are to raise their hand to speak 

 Outbursts will not be tolerated (first time is a warning, then you will be asked to leave the meeting) 

 Keep talking to a minimum so everyone can hear what is being said 

 We are here to grow and support the CBA at both the state level and locally 

 Everyone is expected to act in a professional manner 

Secretary – There was not a meeting in December, so there are no minutes in the January newsletter to approve.  We 

have 314 members (288 renewals, 26 Life, and 23 juniors).  Please sign in each time you come to the lodge.  Please 

remember to contact Donna if you have changes to contact information.  You can save the chapter up to $25/year by 

receiving the newsletter online.  New member packets are available – please see/contact Donna if you need one.   

Renewals are posted at the Lodge.  Memberships: single - $25, couple - $35  

Treasurer – Pete read monthly treasurer report.  Motion made and passed to approve report. Copies of the  

treasurer’s report are always available and the books are always open to anyone who wants to see them.  Please con-

tact Pete with any questions/concerns about the reports. 

1st Vice-President–  Gabby thanked everyone for voting for western district coordinator (WDC).  As the new WDC, 

Gabby has asked all chapters in the district for their flyers.  Please let Gabby know if you have any ideas/suggestions 

for the Western District.  The CBA state meeting is January 10-11 in Kernersville starting at 10 am.  (Jill stated that 

there are a lot of proposed constitutional changes that will be discussed).  Buffalo Wild Wings will be providing the 

food for the February meeting.  Gabby and Chappy are currently working on a kids coloring book for motorcycle 

safety. 

2nd Vice-President – Magic Mike thanked Robert for the meal tonight.  Mike is currently looking for people to be 

Road Guards for rides and will ask that they all go through the MSAP program with Robert.  Rides are going to be 

done quarterly with a Saturday overnight stay.  The first ride is March 14th to Tail of the Dragon.  The cost of trip is 

$65 per couple (includes overnight stay and Saturday dinner) plus your gas and breakfast for Saturday and Sunday.  

Please let Mike, Allen, Robert, Melissa or Ladonn know if you would like to go.  Money is due by    February 12th so 

that reservations can be made.  Mike is looking for ideas for other quarterly trips.  

Legislative Coordinator  – Chappy stated that the CBA/Abate is designed for legislation.  2014 was the short session 

in Raleigh and that 2015 will be the long session.  There have been a lot of changes in Raleigh due to the past elec-

tions.  Some upcoming issues include:  Motorcycle discrimination: fighting anti-discrimination bill (currently gangs 

are listed as any group with designated signs or symbols).  Chappy asked everyone to contact Dana Bumgardner re-

garding this.  H.B. 109 (Helmet Law):  is currently in the state senate transportation       committee.  The police have 

no way of road-side testing a helmet without destroying it so there is no way for them to determine if the helmet 

meets DOT standards.  There was discussion on whether to table this fight until McCrory is out of office because he 

has stated that he would veto this bill.  Dale is saying not to ask our local   legislators to support this right now be-

cause they are losing other things.  Foot stated that legislators may be     losing other things that affect the CBA.  Al-

len suggested focusing on the grass issue (try to get the debris section of the littering law changed to specifically in-

clude “intentionally blowing grass onto the roadway”) and            anti-discrimination.  Gabby suggested that we con-

tact McCrory directly.  Tina asked for contact information for our representatives/legislators at the state level.   

Remember that we are here to maintain and gain freedoms for bikers (CBA and ABATE). 

Master Sergeant at Arms –  Robert  read the guidelines from the state for sergeant at arms.  Any new sergeant at 

arms will be nominated and then brought before the members at the next general meeting for a vote as to approve the 

nomination because all sergeant at arms are voting officers.  We are also trying to plan some events that will be  



Cont. Minutes of Meeting: 

MSAP – Robert Ham stated MSAP is doing great but needs volunteers to teach.  Please contact Robert if you are 

interested in becoming a MSAP instructor.  You do not have to be a CBA member in order to teach MSAP     

classes.   
Lodge and CBA Events –  Melissa thanked everyone who came out in the rain and supported the Polar Bear Run.  Melissa, 

Gabby and Chappy announced and discussed upcoming events, etc.   

 Officers Club Meeting – January 13th at 7pm with dinner beginning about 6:30 

 CBA Anniversary Party – January 17th at 7pm with Seth Griggs Band 

 Karaoke – January 24th with DJ Perry 

 Benefit/Dice Run – January 31st with the Charlotte CBA to raise money for Cassie and Charles Holcombe (CBA    

membrs and Charles is our state VP) for medical expenses.  Food $6 plate and DJ Buddy Love will be providing the music. 

 LOBBY DAY – February 4th – Raleigh (important to show numbers and to contact representatives and legislators) 

 Valentine’s Day Party – February 14th with DJ Kevin Brown 

 St. Patrick’s Day Party – March 21st 

 Charlotte CBA Swap Meet – March 28th – 29th (volunteers are needed to work our table inside) 

 Bike Night – April 1st (Bike night will be at the Rock House again this year and will run through the end of October) 

 GOC CAPA Ride – April 11th and will end at the Lodge 

 Bikes on the Border – April 11th Danville, VA (sponsored by Tom McGraff law firm) 

 Gaston CBA Swap Meet -  April 18th at the Lodge (volunteers needed) 

 Travelin’ Light @ Catawba Heights Baptist Church – April 25th (volunteers needed for our table) 
CBA State Meeting – April 25th – 26th in Kernersville 
Products – Penny stated that we have plenty of products available.  Long sleeve shirts are $15 with/without pocket and 

short sleeve shirts are $10.  Yard signs are available for $5 each. 

New Business – The issue of sponsors for both food and the newsletter were brought up by Gabby.  The primary issue is the 

lack of money from food at the meetings.  It was discussed to possibly decrease the number of food sponsors and to utilize 

several members who are willing to prepare food for the monthly meetings when there isn’t a sponsor.  In an effort to de-

crease costs, Foot suggested that more people opt to get the newsletter online or to even go to a quarterly one.  Dale thinks 

that it should be left alone because the newsletter is making money.  T-Mac thinks that we need to continue doing printed 

copies of the newsletter.  Pete also reminded everyone about the CBA business sponsor cards that members can leave with 

our sponsors after visiting them. 

Motion to Adjourn – Made and Passed 

Respectfully submitted, 



1st Vice President: 

 
   Hello everyone. I was recently looking for something interesting to read, and I ran across an article on 

women rider's, Titled Female Motorcycles ...The New Easy Riders Or The Riders With a Cause.  It was 

written by Terry Wilcox. It being 22 pages I have condensed it to fit here. 

   The growth of the female riding population is one of the biggest shifts taking place in the motorcy-

cling industry. Nearly 25 percent of all motorcyclists are female (that's one out of every four riders). 

About 80 percent of women motorcycle owners ride a cruiser-style,10% Touring and 10 % Sport bikes. 

Although the love of motorcycling is universal to those who ride, most women experience the sport 

differently than men. Women often learn to ride differently, have different requirements when choosing a bike, and face dif-

ferent mental hurdles when it comes to getting into the sport. Biggest challenges ~finding a bike that fits and accommodates 

her size. According to the motorcycle industry they are still targeting and designing their bikes to suite their male con-

sumer's. Harley Davidson has launched several campaigns aimed toward attracting women rider's. 

   Why are women deciding to participate in a primarily male-dominated activity with such potential of danger? Women ride 

their own for a variety of reasons. It's a form of expressions,making a statement. Breaking free of society constraints. Inde-

pendent and don't need to ask permission. Risk takers and tend to have a "Bold" nature and like the outdoors. While some 

women ride for freedom, independence and control, other's ride for practical reason such as cheap transportation and ease of 

parking. 

   Many women do start out as a passenger, this is what motivates her to take the next step into the driver's seat. But for some 

the fear of the unknown is the main reason women remain a passenger. Some men 45 years + discourage their partner's to 

ride their own, while the younger males don't. The older males just prefer to have their women as a passenger than along 

side of them. 

 

10-Step Plan to Achieving Your Dream of Becoming a Motorcycle Rider 

 

    1. Make a commitment, then set a goal. 

    2. Take a motorcycle training course. 

    3. Buy a motorcycle. 

    4. Get geared up. 

    5. Find a mentor and use the buddy system. 

    6. Rack up some miles and practice. 

    7. Plan on setbacks. 

    8. Gear up for a long ride – both you and your bike. 

    9. Go on your first overnight trip.   

    10.Call yourself a motorcycle rider! 

 

And while the number of women riders continues to increase, thinking about taking the driver's seat— Go for it! You only 

live once! Enjoy the ride! It's not the destination it's the journey! 

 

Congrats to all the new women rider's I've seen recently that have ventured out ,took the Riders course and bought a 

bike! Be safe and I hope to see you all in the wind soon.. 

 

Also if you are interested in working the Spring (March 28th and 29th) Charlotte CBA Swap Meet at our Gaston CBA 

table. Need volunteer's for the morning shift's Sat. and Sun. Someone to take our products there~ set up and take down. 

Please contact me.(704) 868-4688.  

 

The CBA coloring book Chappy and I have been working on will be shown at the next general meeting, not quite fin-

ished, but got some pages to show yall..Looking good!!! 

 

Happy Valentine's Day to all. ~ Let those who ride Decide! See ya in the wind soon~ 

 

Gabby, 

1st Vice President 

Sponsor Chair Person 

Western District Coordinator   
 



On the Legislative Front... 
   There has been a battle brewing for a few years now in regards to Ethanol blended fuels, There 
have also been several EPA restrictions on the use of E15 and higher and small engines, including 
motorcycles. The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) as well as the American Motorcycle  
Association (AMA) are opposed to blended fuels and have been constantly lobbying for greater and 
deeper impact studies on the use of ethanol  in small engines. Currently there are restrictions in 
place that prohibit the use of E15 and higher blended fuels in small engines, including motorcycles. 

On Jan. 6,2014 Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner, R-Wis., introduced a bill that aims to revoke current approval of E15 
and require additional testing of midlevel ethanol blends, which are defined as blends greater than E10 and less than 
or equal to E20. The Renewable Fuels Association criticized the bill, noting it would hinder the growth and expan-
sion of E15. 

The bill, H.R. 21, was introduced and referred to the House Committee on Science, Space and Technology and 
the House Committee on Energy and Commerce. To date, the measure has no cosponsors. A copy of the bill pro-
vided by Sensenbrenner’s office indicates the bill, if it becomes law, would require the administrator of the EPA to 
enter into an agreement with the National Academy of Sciences to provide a comprehensive assessment of the sci-
entific and technical research on the use of midlevel ethanol blends, comparing those blends to E10 or gasoline. The 
study would be complete within 18 months. Once complete, the assessment would be presented to the House Com-
mittee on Science, Space and Technology and the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works. 

The legislation calls for the study to include evaluations of several factors, including the short-term and long-
term environmental, safety, durability and performance effects of mid-level blends on a variety of engine types. It 
also addresses research related to tailpipe emissions, evaporative emissions, engine and fuel system durability, on-
board diagnostics, emissions inventory, materials compatibility, operability and drivability, fuel efficiency, fuel 
economy, knock resistance, consumer education and satisfaction, cost-effectiveness for the consumer, catalyst dura-
bility, and durability of storage tanks, and piling and dispensers for retail. The study is also directed to identify areas 
of research, development and testing necessary to ensure existing fuel infrastructure is not adversely impacted and 
reduce the risk of misfueling. 

In addition, the bill would essentially negate any waiver granted under section 211(f)(4) of the Clean Air Act that 
is already in place, this includes the current waiver for E15. The EPA would also be prevented from granting new 
waivers for midlevel blends until the study is submitted. 

CBA/ABATE of NC Legislative Director Bill Starnes has stressed the importance of this continued study, Rep. 
Sensenbrenner introduced a similar bill in 2013 and has introduced it again to the current US Legislation.  

So, We The People, as motorcyclists and as citizens of Gastonia and surrounding counties. We have seen some 
of the effects of using E10 fuel, as well as heard the arguments against it. If we are going to make our voices heard 
in our communities and in our State, we need to make contact with the lawmakers that are Our voice in Congress. 
Currently the 10th District Congressman to the US House of Representatives is Patrick McHenry, this is the man 
that has your voice in the US Congress. If you want your voice heard, go to his website and contact him through 
there, write a letter, or even stop by his Gastonia office and talk personally and professionally with his staff, and en-
courage him to be a cosponsor of H.R.21. The contact info is listed below. 

 
If you remain silent, then don't complain about what you get. 
Chappy K. Pitts                                                                                                                                                                          
Gaston County CBA Legislative Coordinator 



2nd Vice President 
    Here it is February already, one more month until the Dragons Tail trip. For those who don't 

know, CBA is planning a trip to the Dragon on March 14th & 15th. For details contact any of the 

officers. We would love to have as many as possible for the new year quarterly trips that CBA 

Gaston County is planning. Rockhouse/CBA Bike Nights will be starting in April. A lot of  

everyone's favorite bike games, music, one of the best bike shows around & other activities are 

in the works for this year. 

    Before we get to all the Spring fun, lets focus on the lovers month of February. CBA is sponsoring a  

Valentines Party on Sat. Feb 14th at the CBA Lodge. DJ Kevin Brown will be spinning the tunes & mastering the 

karaoke so everyone can sing to their sweethearts. Also games & other activities  are planned for the evening. 

I have recently been appointed Road Captain & I'm in need of several good road guards. If interested contact me 

at 704-641-3590. Lets get the ball rollin', rides are coming soon & we need to keep our brothers & sisters safe. 

See ya soon, 

2nd VP - In charge of the fun Shit! 

Magic 

 

FEB. 2  6:30 EVENTS AND OFFICERS MEETING 

FEB. 7  8:00 GOC ANNIVERSARY PARTY W/DJ KEVIN BROWN 

FEB. 8  3:00 PURE ROMANCE PARTY ~ SEE FLYER 

FEB. 12 7:00 GENERAL MEETING ~ HOOTERS PROVIDING FOOD 

FEB. 14 8:00 VALENTINES PARTY W/DJ KEVIN BROWN ~ SEE FLYER 

FEB. 28 8:00 DJ PERRY ~ SEE FLYER 

MAR. 14 DRAGON TAIL TRIP ~ MONEY DUE MID FEB. CONTANCT MAGIC 

Gaston County Homestead is open on  
Friday & Saturday Nights 

Biker Church @ Carolina Thunder on  
Sundays @ 11am. 



     Motorcycle Safety Awareness Program ~ MSAP 

Faces in the Mirror 
     On January 19, 2015 a 50 year old Cary North Carolina man was rear ended, while riding his          

motorcycle, by a 23 year old female drunk driver traveling at an estimated speed off 113 miles per 

hour on Interstate 440. He was pronounced dead at the scene. This was not her first drunk driving 

charge and as a matter of fact she has a horrendous driving record, left the scene of the accident and is 

only under $26,000 bond. 

This leads me to share an article from Liz Jansen’s Where the road meets spirit blog. Hopefully you can use some of 

this insight to possibly save you and/or your passenger’s life. 

7 Faces in the Mirror 
Teachers. Mirrors teach you about your past. But focus on them and you miss the present and risk the future. Life 

gives you all kinds of experiences; some pleasant, others you’d rather forget. They all serve a purpose on your journey. 

But if you get embroiled in the past, you miss the opportunities of present moment. You can still reflect while remain-

ing focused on the future. 

Reflections. Mirrors reflect what you can’t otherwise see, like what’s coming up behind you. They allow you to 

react appropriately in the present and prepare for the future. Other people mirror back to you what you don’t see our-

selves. They provide feedback on how your message is being perceived and whether their response is favorable,     

neutral, disappointing or hostile. They can also relay whether your message was received as intended. 

Perception. Lens shape, cleanliness and rain drops act as filters and distort or impair the image you see. Taking 

the effect of these factors into account allows you to recalibrate and adjust accordingly. Other people form opinions 

through their own filters and life experiences. While they act as mirrors for you and mean well, they project their own 

thoughts and fears on you. It does not change the amount of personal power you have. The first voice you listen to 

must be your own. 

Perspective. As a rule, street motorcycles have two mirrors. Focus only on one and you miss vital information 

captured by the other, which could affect your safety. You need to consider feedback from multiple sources to get a 

complete picture. Ultimately, you take the opinions of others into advisement, and rely on your own intuition to guide 

you. 

Focus. Mirrors will reflect whatever they’re focused on. To be of value when you’re riding, each mirror has an 

ideal vertical and horizontal setting that will give you maximum information on which to base your riding decisions. 

Opinions and circumstance of other people can distract you from your purpose. It’s easy to get caught up in them with-

out realizing When others are giving you feedback, make sure it’s relevant and aligned with your purpose. 

Size. Mirrors have to be a certain physical size before they can capture images of any value. They also can’t be so 

large as to interfere with the aerodynamics or physical displacement of the bike. When you ask for opinions, make sure 

you’re getting thorough information. If your focus is too narrow, you may not have all you need to make an informed 

decision. 

Snapshots. In the end, the message you get back from your mirrors is good, useful information, as long as you 

remember it’s dynamic and only a snapshot of a moment in time. It will be different the next time you look, which is 

why you scan your environment, including a mirror check -– ideally every 5 to 8 seconds. Stay aware of what’s going 

on around you – in your body, mind and spirit. Each require constant attention and care to function at top efficiency 

and to give you the richest experience possible on your earth journey. 

Mirrors are all around you in every person you interact with. Each one of them reflects a part of you. What 

strengths and shadows do you see? How will you use that information? I hope this article is insightful and that all of 

my brothers and sisters use every bit of information available to get home safely from each journey. 

 

We are in need of MSAP instructors to help make 

our riding experiences safer by donating a little bit of 

time to educate drivers (experienced and potential) 

about being aware of everything around them. If you 

are interested or know someone who would be inter-

ested please contact Robert Ham (aka Capt. K) @ 704-

861-5735 or rtham4@gmail.com. 

Capt. K                                                                                                                                                                                          

Gaston County MSAP Coordinator 
 

 

mailto:rtham4@gmail.com




Membership  

Renewals:   

October 2014 to 

February 2015 
 

February Renewals 

Gerald & Darlene Helms 

Charles & Penny Ledford 

Eric E. "Hoghead" Costner 

Glenn Rafko 

Charles Bouncer Thompson 

Rick & Cheryl Petry 

C. Scott Stacy Jr. 

Michael McDaniel 

Jason Edward Taylor 

 
January Renewals 

Lance & April McClannan 

Bob Bynum 

Greg O'Donahue 

Bill Smith 

Ray Wooten 

Jeff & Melinda Reif 

 

December Renewals 

Cody & Amanda Williams 

Brian "Keith" Costner 

Daniel & Amber Horton  

Terry L. Worley Jr. 

Scott & Wendy Johnson 

Johnnie & Lisa Beegle 

 

Oct. & Nov.  Renewals 

Billy & Pat Johnson 

Charlie Kirkpatrick 

Jeffrey Beaty 

Darla McCoig 

Stephen & Amanda Johnson 

Bill Adams 

Michael & Amanda Pleasant 

Tim Wilson 

Elizabeth Haney Smith 

Bryon & Christine Farris 

Memberships can be renewed via PayPal using the CBA’s website: 

www.gastoncountycba.com; by mailing it to Gaston County CBA,  

PO Box 22, Lowell, NC 28098; at the homestead (267 Stowe Rd.,  

Gastonia, NC 28056.  

If you would like to receive your newsletter online  (& in color),  please let  

Donna know.  This will save the chapter approximately $20-25  

a year in copying and mailing.  Postage has gone up (again), so if you can  

PLEASE get your newsletter online.   

From The Chaplain’s Desk 
Write these commandments that I’ve given you today on your hearts. Get them inside of you and then get them inside your children. 

Talk about them wherever you are, sitting at home or walking in the street; talk about them from the time you get up in the morning to 

when you fall into bed at night. Tie them on your hands and foreheads as a reminder; inscribe them on the doorposts of your homes and 

on your city gates. Deuteronomy 6:6-9 (MSG) 

 

I hear a lot of Christians say that our society and our government are becoming increasingly hostile to Christians. I also hear that this is 

a post-Christian era. I can't help but wonder, "Whose fault is that?" I know that satan is always attempting to thwart God's plans; but I don't 

think he deserves as much credit as we want to give him. I think that one of the main reasons is US! We have allowed it. 

Much the same thing is being said about our motorcycling heritage. We are frequently told that the number of people participating in 

motorcycle rights and events is dwindling. Why is that? Once again, I think it is US! We have allowed it! With our passion for riding mo-

torcycles, as well as our faith in Christ Jesus, we are going to need to get involved and teach our children and others about our way of life.  

Just as we need to teach our children and others around us about motorcycle safety, we also need to teach them the Word of God, we 

need to teach others about our motorcycle heritage and be accepting of the younger generation and their style of 

riding, if we want it to continue. Just as the Word of God is a blessing from God, we must let them know that our 

motorcycling  heritage is a blessing from Him. 

I believe that we have no one to blame but ourselves if we allow this to become a post-Christian era or a        

post-motorcycling era. "You shall teach them diligently to your children". 

 

In His grip! 

Chappy K. Pitts 

http://www.gastoncountycba.com


 

Gaston County Homestead  

Music Night 

Every Wednesday  

Doors open 6pm 

~  All Welcome ~ 

Beginner to Expert 

267 Stowe Rd. Gastonia NC 

Locker Rentals 
The following is a list of individuals who have 

locker rentals. If you are listed the $10 yearly 

fee is DUE. If you no longer wish to retain 

your locker, please turn your key in to Pete 

McGinnis or any other officer. If you are re-

taining your locker the fee can be paid to the 

person running the concessions. 
 Locke

r # 

Renter Paid 

1 Sugarfoot   

2 Homestead X 

3     

4 Redneck & Shoes   

5 Donna Barnette   

6 Shaggy   

7     

8 Robert Ham   

9 Julie Head   

10 Ruthie   

11 Lee Lewis & Michael Brown X 

12 T Mac and Bingo   

13 Gabby   

14 Penny   

15 PeeWee   

16 CBA Treasurer X 

17     

18 John Crawford   

19     

20.     

21     

22     

23     

24     








